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White House digs in on border wall demand, risking shutdown

By HOPE YEN

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
White House on Sunday
pushed the federal govern-
ment closer to the brink of
a partial shutdown later this
week, digging in on its de-
mand for $5 billion to build
a border wall as congres-
sional Democrats stood
firm against it.

"We will do whatever is nec-
essary to build the border
wall to stop this ongoing
crisis of immigration," said
White House senior adviser
Stephen Miller.

Asked if that meant having
a government shutdown,
he said: "If it comes to it,
absolutely."
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Trump said last week he
would be "proud” to have a
shutdown to get Congress
to approve a $5 bilion
down payment to fulfill his
campaign promise to build
a wall on the U.S.-Mexico
border. But the president
doesn't have the votes
from the Republican-con-
trolled Congress to support
funding for the wall at that
level.

Democratic congres-
sional leaders, Sen. Chuck
Schumer and Rep. Nancy
Pelosi, have proposed no
more than $1.6 bilion, as
outlined in a bipartisan

Senate bill.
Continued on Page 3
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In this Dec. 11, 2018, file photo, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., speaks to report-
ers on Capitol Hill in Washington.
Associated Press
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By JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — With
a number of probes mov-
ing closer to the Oval Of-
fice, President Donald
Trump and his attorney un-
leased a fresh series of at-
tacks Sunday on the inves-
tigators, questioning their
integrity while categorically
ruling out the possibility of a
presidential interview with
the special counsel.

Trump and Rudy Giuliani
used Twitter and television
interviews to deliver a series
of broadsides against spe-
cial counsel Robert Muel-
ler and federal prosecutors
in New York. Giuliani said
he was "disgusted" by the
tactics used by Mueller in
his probe into Russian elec-
tion interference, includ-
ing in securing guilty pleas
from the president's former
national security adviser
Michael Flynn on a charge
of lying to federal investiga-
tors.

Trump, Giuliani said, would
not submit to an interview
by Mueller's team.

"They're a joke," Giuliani told
"Fox News Sunday." "Over
my dead body, but, you
know, | could be dead."
The special counsel, who
is investigating possible
ties between the Trump
campaign and Russia, has
continued to request an
interview with the presi-
dent. Last month, the White
House sent written answers
in response to the special
counsel's questions about
possible  collusion. The
White House has resisted
answering questions on
possible obstruction of jus-
tice.

Giuliani sarcastically said
that the only thing left to ask
the president was about
"several unpaid parking
tickets that night, back in
1986, '87 that haven't been
explained."

If the president officially re-

.

In this May 5, 2018, file photo, Rudy Giuliani, an attorney for
President Donald Trump, speaks at the Iran Freedom Conven-
tion for Human Rights and democracy in Washington. Giuliani is
categorically ruling out the possibility of a presidential interview
with special counsel Robert Mueller.

fuses an interview request,
the special counsel's team
could theoretically seek to
subpoena him to compel
his testimony. Such a move
would almost certainly trig-
ger an immediate court
fight.

The Supreme Court has
never directly ruled on
whether a president can
be subpoenaed for testi-
mony in a criminal investi-
gation, though the justices
have said that a president
can be forced to turn over
records that have been
subpoenaed and can be
forced to answer questions
as part of a lawsuit.

The special counsel's in-
vestigation has spun out
charges and strong-armed
guilty pleas from Trump
underlings while keeping
in suspense whether the
president — "Individual-1,"
in Mueller's coded legalese
— will end up accused of
criminal behavior himself.
This past week, his legal ex-
posure grew as his former
personal attorney, Michael
Cohen, was sentenced
to three years in prison af-
ter admitting he issued
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hush-money payments to
women who alleged sex-
ual trysts with Trump. Pros-
ecutors and Cohen say he
acted at the president's di-
rection, which Trump and
Giuliani deny.

Trump and Giuliani have re-
peatedly tried to paint Co-
hen as untrustworthy, with
the former New York City
mayor calling him a "path-
ological liar."

"Which is the truth?" Giu-
liani said of the competing
stories from Trump and Co-
hen. "l think | know what the
truth is. Unless you're God,
you'll never know what the
truth is."

Trump and Giuliani have
also accused prosecutors
of intimidating the presi-
dent's associates into mak-
ing false claims.
"Remember, Michael Co-
hen only became a 'Rat'
after the FBI did something
which was absolutely un-
thinkable & unheard of until
the Witch Hunt was illegally
started," Trump tweeted.
"They BROKE INTO AN AT-
TORNEY'S OFFICE!"

It was not a break-in. The
FBI executed a search war-

rant obtained from a judge
in conducting a raid in April
on Cohen's home, office
and hotel room and seiz-
ing records on a variety of
matters, among them a
$130,000 payment made
to porn actress Stormy Dan-
iels by Cohen. The applica-
tion for the warrant was ap-
proved high in the Justice
Department.

In response to Trump's
tweet, former FBI Director
James Comey tweeted,
"This is from the President
of our country, lying about
the lawful execution of a
search warrant issued by
a federal judge. Shame
on Republicans who don't
speak up at this moment —
for the FBI, the rule of law,
and the truth.

Prosecutors have said
Trump directed Cohen to
arrange the payments to
buy the silence of Daniels
and former Playboy mod-
el Karen McDougal in the
run-up to the 2016 cam-
paign. Federal prosecutors
in New York say the pay-
ments amounted to illegal
campaign contributions
because they were made
at the height of election
season to keep voters from
learning of Trump's alleged
infidelities.

Giuliani has argued the
payments were made to
protect Trump's family, not
to influence the election.
"If there's another purpose,
it's not a campaign contri-
bution,” Giuliani told ABC.
"Suppose he tried to use
campaign funds to pay
Stormy Daniels. It wouldn't
be illegal. These are not
campaign contributions."
The hush money wasn't
initially reported on cam-
paign finance documents
and, in any case, far ex-
ceeded the legally ac-
ceptable amount for in-
kind contributions. The fed-
eral limit on individual con-
tributions is $2,700.

Cohen also pleaded guilty

to lying to investigators
about the Trump Organiza-
tion's goals to build a tower
in Moscow. His representa-
tive, Lanny Davis, told CBS'
"Face the Nation" on Sun-
day that his written state-
ment to Congress, which
contained the lie, was pub-
lished ahead of his testimo-
ny and Cohen then spoke
to the White House.

"Not one person from the

White House ever said,
'Don't lie," Davis said.
Rep. Eljah Cummings,

the top Democrat on the
House oversight commit-
tee and the likely chair-
man come January, said
he wanted Cohen to tes-
tify before Congress about
what he told prosecutors.
Meanwhile, Trump's fellow
Republican, Sen. Susan
Collins of Maine, acknowl-
edged on CNN that "it was
not a good week for Presi-
dent Trump" and urged
"that the special counsel
be allowed to complete his
investigation unimpeded."

Trump compared his situ-
ation to one involving
President Barack Obama’s
2008 campaign. The Fed-
eral Election Commission
docked the Obama cam-
paign $375,000 for regula-
tory civil violations. The fines
stemmed from the cam-
paign's failure to report a
batch of contributions, to-
taling nearly $1.9 million, on
time in the final days of the
campaign.

But legal analysts said the
accusations against Trump
could amount to a felo-
ny because they revolve
around an alleged conspir-
acy to conceal payments
from campaign contribu-
tion reports — and from
voters. It's unclear what
federal prosecutors in New
York will decide to do if
they conclude that there is
evidence that Trump him-
self committed a crime.]
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The money would not go
for the wall but for fencing
upgrades and other bor-
der security. Democrats
also offered to simply keep
funding at its current level,
$1.3 billion.

Showing no signs of budg-
ing, Schumer said Sunday
that it was up to Trump to
decide whether parts of
the federal government
shut down at midnight Fri-
day over his border wall,
sending thousands of fed-
eral employees home with-
out pay during the holi-
days.

About one-quarter of the
government would be af-
fected, including the de-
partments of Homeland Se-
curity, Transportation, Agri-
culture, State and Justice,
as well as national parks.
"He is not going to get the
wall in any form," Schumer
said.

Both parties in Congress
have suggested that Trump
would likely need to make
the next move to resolve
the impasse. The House
is taking an extended
weekend break, returning
Wednesday night. The Sen-
ate returns Monday after a
three-day absence.

Trump had neither ac-
cepted nor rejected the
Democrats' proposal as of
Friday, according to the
Democrats, telling them he
would take a look. Trump
will need Democratic votes
either way, now or in the
new year, for passage.
Wyoming Sen. John Bar-
rasso, the No. 3 Republi-
can in the Senate, said Re-
publicans remain hopeful
they can come up with a
proposal that can be ac-
ceptable to Trump and
pass both chambers. He
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suggested that could take
the form of a stopgap bill
that extends funding until
January, or a longer-term
bill that includes money for
border security.

"There are a lot of things
you need to do with border
security," he said. "One is a
physical barrier but also the
technology, the manpow-
er, the enforcement, all of
those things, and our cur-
rent laws are in some ways
an incentive for people to
come to this country ille-
gally, and they go through
great risk and possibly
great harm."

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine,
urged senators to revisit a
bill she helped push earlier
this year that would pro-
vide $2.5 billion for border
security, including physical
barriers as well as tech-
nology and border patrol
agents.

Schumer declined to say
whether Democrats would
be wiling to consider pro-
posals other than the two
options that he and Pelosi
offered.

Republicans "should join us
in one of these two propos-
als, which would get more
than enough votes passed
and avoid a shutdown,"
Schumer said. "Then, if the
president wants to debate
the wall next year, he can.
| don't think he'll get it. But
he shouldn't use innocent
workers as hostage for his
temper tantrum."

Miller and Barrasso spoke
on CBS' "Face the Nation,"
Schumer appeared on
NBC's "Meet the Press," and
Collins was on ABC's "This
Week."O
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In this Nov. 2, 2018, file photo, President Donald Trump's White House Senior Adviser Stephen Miller
boards Air Force One for campaign rallies in West Virginia and Indiana, in Andrews Air Force Base,
Md.
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O'Rourke, other Dems don't want tent city's contract renewed

By WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Rep.
Beto O'Rourke and four oth-
er Democratic members of
Congress toured a remote
tent city in West Texas on
Saturday where they said
that 2,700 immigrant teens
are being held at a cost of
roughly $1 million per day.
The lawmakers urged the
nonprofit running the fa-
cility not to renew a fed-
eral contract that expires
Dec. 31, a longshot request
that could effectively shut-
ter the camp. It was sup-
posed to be temporary but
has instead taken in more
children and taken on a
permanent feel with soc-
cer fields, a dining facility
and tents housing separate
sleeping quarters for boys
and girls.

U.S. Rep. Beto O'Rourke, D-El Paso, second from left, speaks with
four other Democratic members of Congress after touring the
Tornillo international port of entry where several thousand im-
migrant teens are being housed Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018, east
of El Paso, Texas. With him are from left, Sen. Tina Smith, D-Minn.,
Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-HI, Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon and Rep.
Judy Chu, D-Calif.

O'Rourke — a Texan who
has been mentioned as a
potential 2020 presiden-
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tial candidate after nearly
upsetting Republican Sen.
Ted Cruz in his deep-red

state — was joined by U.S.
Sens. Mazie Hirono of Ha-
waii, Jeff Merkley of Ore-
gon and Tina Smith of Min-
nesota, and California Rep.
Judy Chu.

O'Rourke said he and his
colleaguesweren't allowed
to speak to the children in
any meaningful way.

"They kind of nodded their
heads, but what are they
going to say when every-
one around them is watch-
ing?" O'Rourke said after
touring the facility. "But
there was something in
the look on their faces that
we saw, the way that they
weren't really engaged in
the sports that they were
playing out on those fields."
"We need to shut it down,"
Chu added. "itisinhumane.
It is a child prison. It has no
right to exist."

O'Rourke made no men-
tion about his possible
White House aspirations af-
ter making his fourth visit to
the camp just outside Tornil-
lo. He noted the area was
about an hour's drive from
his native El Paso, which
borders Mexico at the west-
ernmost tip of Texas."It's in
a remote location on pur-
pose so that the American
people do not know what's
happening here," O'Rourke
told reporters.

The lawmakers said 2,700
boys and girls between the
ages of 13 and 17 were
being held at Tornillo. They
described touring the tents
housing the teens, but
could only ask light ques-
tions. O'Rourke said he
asked a few of them what
countries they were from —
Guatemala and Honduras,
they said — and received
assurances that the condi-
tions were "OK."

Tornillo opened as a tem-
porary facility in June, amid
what President Donald
Trump's administration de-
scribed as an emergency
situation on the U.S.-Mexi-

co border. Since then, the
contract keeping it open
has been renewed, and
the numbers of kids be-
ing held inside has grown,
though determining how
fast and by how much has
proven difficult.

The lawmakers said the
contractor running the fa-
cility, BCFS Health and Hu-
man Services, told them
that the tent city has cost
taxpayers $144 million since
opening, or about $1 mil-
lion a day.

The Democrats said they
urged BCFS Health and Hu-
man Services to refuse to
renew its contract with the
U.S. government. But even
if that happened, the law-
makers said they weren't
sure where the children be-
ing held at Tornillo would
be transferred as a result.
The Associated Press pre-
viously reported that
the Trump  administra-
tion waved FBI fingerprint
checks for caregivers and
short-staffing mental health
workers at Tornillo.
O'Rourke said Saturday
that the contractor told
him that a recent agree-
ment with Texas now al-
lows for state background
checks, but that the facility
stil doesn't have the ca-
pacity to do FBI fingerprint
checks.

The lawmakers said many
of the teens have family al-
ready in the United States
who would like to take
them. But federal authori-
ties have begun fingerprint-
ing and conducting back-
ground checks on would-
be "sponsors," resulting in
170 apprehensions on pos-
sible immigration violations.
They also said that even
with the added scrutiny,
the contractor said 1,300
children have relatives
ready to take them but
have remained at Tornillo
due to unexplained federal
delays.[]
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Family of migrant girl disputes

official story on her death

By The Associated Press
The family of a 7-year-old
Guatemalan girl who died
in U.S. Border Patrol custo-
dy is disputing an account
from U.S. officials who said
she had not been given
food or water for days.

In a statement released
by lawyers, the parents of
Jakelin Caal said the girl
had been given food and
water and appeared to be
in good health as she trav-
eled through Mexico with
her father, 29-year-old Nery
Gilberto Caal Cuz. The
family added that Jake-
lin had not been traveling
through the desert for days
before she was taken into
custody.

Tekandi Paniagua, the
Guatemalan consul in Del
Rio, Texas, told The Associ-
ated Press that he spoke
with the Jakelin's father.
The consul said Nery Caal
told him the group they
were traveling with was
dropped off in Mexico
about a 90-minute walk
from the border.

Border Patrol officials did
not immediately respond
to the family's comments.
The family's statement was
released Saturday during a
news conference in El Paso,
Texas, at an immigrant shel-
ter where Jakelin's father is
staying. Her family did not
attend and has asked for
privacy.

Jakelin and her father were
seeking asylum in the U.S.
and were among a large
group of migrants arrested
Dec. 6 near a remote bor-
der crossing in New Mexi-
co.

Hours later they were
placed on a bus to the
nearest Border Patrol sta-
tion, but Jakelin began
vomiting and eventually
stopped breathing.

She later died at a Texas
hospital.

Border Patrol officials on
Friday said agents did ev-
erything they could to save
the girl but that she had not
had food or water for days.
They added that an initial
screening showed no evi-
dence of health problems,
and that her father had

This Jan. 7, 2017 photo, shows
the Antelope Wells port of en-
try from the El Berrendo, Mex-
ico, side of the border with
southern New Mexico.
Associated Press

signed a form indicating
she was in good health.
But the family took issue
with that form, which was in
English, a language her fa-
ther doesn't speak or read.
He communicated with
border agents in Spanish
but he primarily speaks the
Mayan Q'eqchi' language.
"It is unacceptable for any
government agency to
have persons in custody
sign documents in a lan-
guage that they clearly do
not understand," the state-
ment said.

Jakelin's family is urging
authorities to conduct an
"objective and thorough”
investigation into the death
and to determine whether
officials met standards for
the arrest and custody of
children.

A cause of death has not
yet been released. A pri-
vate prayer service was
held in Texas on Friday so
her father could see Jake-
lin's body before it is taken
to Guatemala, said Ruben
Garcia, director of the An-
nunciation House shelter
where her father is staying.
"All of us were moved by
the depth of his faith and
his trust that God's hand is
in all of this," Garcia said.(]]
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Higher percentage of California pot passing safety tests

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A high-
er percentage of California
marijuana products are
passing strict safety tests,
but the sudden closing of
a lab that state authori-
ties found wasn't correctly
checking for pesticides has
raised new questions about
the system intended to pro-
tect the purity and poten-
cy of legal cannabis.
California broadly legal-
ized marijuana at the start
of the year, and manda-
tory testing began in July 1.
During the first two months
the failure rate was about
20 percent, but state data
collected through No-
vember showed improve-
ment — about 14 percent
of nearly 24,000 products
were blocked from store
shelves by tests.
Cannabis-infused cook-
ies, candies and tinctures
continued having the most
trouble in test labs: About
26 percent were rejected,
though that also was an
improved rate compared
to the July-August period,
when one-third failed.
"With any news rules, there's
always going to be a peri-

In this June 21, 2018, file photo, a laboratory manager demonstrates how she uses an instrument
to photograph cannabis samples at an analytical laboratory in Oakland, Calif.

od of adjustment that takes
place," said Alex Traverso,
a spokesman for the state
Bureau of Cannabis Con-
trol. "The cannabis industry
in California adapts pretty
quickly, and | think that's
what we're seeing with
these lower fail rates in test-
ing. That's encouraging.”

The integrity of the testing

program was shaken last
month when Sacramento-
based Sequoia Analytical
Labs surrendered its license
after state regulators found
it was conducting faulty
tests for pesticides, appar-
ently since the program
kicked off at midyear.

State regulators asked re-
tailers and distributors to

Associated Press

recall any batches tested
by the company after July
1. Any batches returned
by consumers must be de-
stroyed. Products pulled
back from a company's
inventory can be retested
with state permission, or de-
stroyed. But it's likely many
of those products already
have been consumed.

It wasn't immediately clear
how much cannabis was
cleared by the lab for sale,
but it's almost certainly a
large amount, covering
five months of testing. The
state has issued only a few
dozen lab licenses.

State regulators declined
to comment on specifics
of the case, other than to
confirm the company no
longer holds a license to
test cannabis in the state.
In a statement posted on
its website, the company
blamed the flawed tests
on a faulty instrument that
failed to check for 22 of
66 required pesticides. The
company said it terminated
its lab director who "knew
about this and was secretly
falsifying the results" since
July 1. The company said it
is seeking to have its license
reinstated.

The lab did not return a
phone call or email from
The Associated Press seek-
ing comment.

Swetha Kaul, chief scientific
officer at Santa Ana-based
testing company Cannaly-
sis who sits on the board

of the California Cannabis
Industry Association, said
there are concerns that
some companies might not
be getting sufficient over-
sight from regulators.

At this point, it remains un-
clear how one company
was able to falsify test re-
sults for so long.

"We need more labs. We
need better labs," she said.
"We have bad actors, just
like every other section of
the industry."

In the high-stakes canna-
bis market, it's obvious that
testing companies — the
pathway to the legal mar-
ket — could be targets for
abuse, either from unscru-
pulous producers eager to
pay for favorable results,
or labs wiling to sweeten
results to attract more busi-
ness.

There have been scattered
reports of apparent prob-
lems. In Washington state in
2017, regulators suspended
certification of a pot lab af-
ter auditors found an unusu-
ally low number of samples
had been failed in certain
cases. The company never
regained certification.
California for months has
been reviewing a vast set
of regulations that govern
the legal market, including
setting standards for testing
labs. Those revised rules are
expected to be finalized
early next year, replacing
temporary ones that have
been guiding businesses
since broad legal sales
kicked off Jan. 1.

Josh Drayton of the Califor-
nia Cannabis Industry As-
sociation said it's an open
secret in the industry that
companies have been
known to pay for favorable
test results. He said Callifor-
nia needed rigorous rules
to keep out shady opera-
tors.

"We don't want to create a
pay-to-play system with our
testing labs,” said Drayton,
who was unfamiliar with
details of the Sequoia case.
"We do need to make sure
we get standard operating
procedures."

The state has been facing
pressure to revamp test-
ing requirements that have
been alternately described
as going too far or not far
enough. ]



UISI NEWS MONDAY 17 DECEMBER 2018

Tea thrown into harbor
for anniversary of
Boston Tea Party

BOSTON (AP) — Tea will
once again be thrown into
Boston Harbor to mark the
245th anniversary of the
Boston Tea Party.

Sunday is the anniversary
of the protest during which
colonists protesting taxa-
tion without representation
threw British tea into Boston
Harbor in what is consid-
ered a pivotal event that
led to the American Revo-
lution.

The OId South Meeting
House and the Boston Tea
Party Ships and Museum
are organizing the reenact-
ment. It will feature more
than 40 crates of loose tea
was sent in from across the
country to be thrown into
the harbor as part of the
event.

Organizers are expecting
thousands of spectators at
the annual event, which
will shut down streets Sun-
day night in Boston.

Shawn Ford, executive di-
rector for the Boston Tea
Party Ships and Museum,
said it's important to mark
the anniversary because it
was the "single most impor-
tant event that led to the
American Revolution."
"Simply put, if the Tea Party
didn't happen, we could
be British today," he said.
"The citizens of Boston
stood up and were willing
to risk their lives, families,
homes and fortunes based
on this idea that men of
this country should be free
from taxation without rep-
resentation."

He said the destruction of
tea in Boston "changed the
world."

Harriet Cross, the British
consul general to New Eng-
land, will welcome attend-
ees to celebrate the cur-
rent relationship between
Boston and the United
Kingdom.[l]

Report: Federal Air
Marshal Service
curtailing surveillance

BOSTON (AP) — The Feder-
al Air Marshal Service says
it’s curtailing a domestic
surveillance program that’s
been accused of spying on
thousands of unwitting pas-
sengers who are not sus-
pected of a crime or ap-
pear on a terror watch list.

The agency’s new director,
David Kohl, tells the Boston
Globe that air marshals are

“no longer capturing” any
“routine passenger behav-
iors on a plane that would
be seen as normal behav-
ior.”.

Agency officials say mar-
shals no longer document
travelers’ minor move-
ments and behavior, such
as whether they use the
restroom during a flight or
fidget in the airport.q
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In this Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018 photo, a discarded beam rests in the driveway of the home where
Sarah Clayes lived, in Framingham, Mass., after leaving Salem, Mass., following the 1692 witch

trials.

Associated Press

For sale: Restored home of
Salem witch trials refugee

By MARK PRATT

BOSTON (AP) — A once-
run-down historic home
that stands where a wom-
an accused of witchcraft
during the 1692 Salem
witch trials settled after she
was spared the noose is on
the market after an exten-
sive renovation project.
The home in Framingham,
Massachusetts, known as
the Peter and Sarah Clayes
House, hit the market Thurs-
day with an asking price of
$975,000. An open house is
planned Sunday.

Annie Murphy, executive
director of the Framingham
History Center and a mem-
ber of the trust formed to
save the structure that had
fallen into disrepair, is confi-
dent someone who appre-
ciates history will snap up

the property.

"We've already done tours,
and | had people com-
ing up to me practically in
tears, they were so thrilled
we had saved this house,"
she said.

Sarah Clayes was jailed
during the 1692 witch trials,
which claimed the lives of
20 people, including her
sisters, Rebecca Nurse and
Mary Easty. She was freed
in 1693 when the hysteria
died down.

Sarah and her husband,
Peter, along with other
members of their extended
family, resettled on land
about 35 miles (55 kilome-
ters) southwest of Salem
that in 1700 became the
town of Framingham.
Historians acknowledge
that little, if any, of the origi-

nal home built at the site in
1693 remains. The structure
still standing dates to 1776.
After a foreclosure around
2000, the privately owned
home was abandoned
and became derelict . It
was vandalized and de-
faced with graffiti.

The trust was created to
make renovations that
turned out to be way more
complicated than antici-
pated, said Murphy, who
herself spent hours scraping
paint and pulling weeds to
help her contractor hus-
band, Ned, complete the
work.

The property includes a
150-year-old American
elm, a brook and the ruins
of an old mill.

“It's been a labor of love,"
Murphy said.(]
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By ARITZ PARRA

SANT JOAN DE VILATOR-
RADA, Spain (AP) — Sepa-
ratist politicians from Spain's
Catalonia region who are
entering the third week of
a prison hunger strike say
their upcoming rebellion tri-
al will give them a platform
to peacefully promote the
cause of Catalan indepen-
dence.

In rare interviews conduct-
ed inside a prison north of
Barcelona, Jordi Sanchez
and Jordi Turull repeated
their calls for dialogue be-
tween Catalonia's regional
government and Spanish
government authorities in
Madrid. Turull has been in a
prison medical ward since
Friday.

Their trial, set to begin early
next year, will be "a unique
moment to denounce the
attitude of the Kingdom of
Spain contrary to the politi-
cal and democratic rights
in Catalonia," Sanchez told
The Associated Press.

"We are not going to let this
opportunity go to waste,"
he added.

The pair also rejected de-
pictions of the secessionist
movement in the prosper-
ous northeastern region as
violent.

Sanchez wore three layers
of clothing even though
the heating in the prison
managed by Catalan gov-
ernment was working. The
chill he feels results from not
consuming calories, ac-
cording to Sanchez's doc-
tor, who said the 54 year-
old has lost more than 5 ki-
lograms (11 pounds) since
he began fasting on Dec.
1.

Spain says the 22 defen-
dants in the case are be-
ing prosecuted not for
their ideas but for defying

In this undated photo provided by Catalan language association, showing jailed Catalan sepa-
ratist leaders posing for a photo inside Lledoners jail in Sant Joan de Vilatorrada, Spain, with left
to right; Jordi Sanchez, Oriol Junqueras, Jordi Turull, Joaquim Forn, Jordi Cuixart, Josep Rull and
Raul Romeva.

court orders by holding a
banned independence
referendum in October
2017 and making an illegal
attempt to secede.

Some of them have been
indicted on charges of re-
bellion or sedition and face
decades in prison in what
local media have dubbed
"the trial of the century"
in Spain's Supreme Court.
A preliminary hearing is
scheduled for Tuesday, al-
though the defendants are
not expected to appear in
court until weeks later.

Two more former Catalan
Cabinet members joined
the hunger strike Dec. 3,
but other inmates from a
competing separatist politi-
cal group, including former
Catalan Vice President Ori-
ol Junqueras, have chosen
not to participate, expos-
ing different approaches
within the independence

movement.

Catalonia's banned inde-
pendence, Spain's violent
crackdown to stop it and
a subsequent declara-
tion of independence by
Catalan authorities led to
an unprecedented seven-
month takeover by central
authorities of the region of
7.4 million people.

More than a year later, the
shockwaves are still being
felt across Spain. A political
divide is growing between
Catalan and Spanish na-
tionalism, a development
that has fueled the mo-
mentum of a far-right pop-
ulist party that recently won
a dozen seatsin Andalusia’s
regional parliament.

Turull, a former candidate
to become the region's
president, was sent to the
Lledoners prison infirmary
Friday because his kidneys
have been affected after

Associated Press

he shed over 13 pounds in
two weeks. He said he tricks
his body to ignore hunger
with nicotine.

Turull said his protest comes
with "a sense of responsibil-
ity" and he is not looking to
starve to death.

"lts end depends on how
far our strength takes us
and on achieving our
goal of calling attention to
Spain’s judicial problem,"
the 52-year-old lawyer said.
Their aim is to press Spain's
Constitutional Court to rule
on appeals about their po-
litical rights and their pro-
longed pre-trial jailing. The
strikers think the court is
deliberately trying to block
them from reaching the
European Court of Human
Rights in Strasbourg, where
they hope to expose the
judicial flaws they see at
home.

The Spanish top court has

peak out

recently begun to issue
some rulings in a series of
appeals and says that it's
working as fast as the judi-
cial calendar allows it to in
"dealing with the complex-
ity of a case that affects
fundamental rights and a
careful analysis of criminal
law." Central Spanish au-
thorities see no reason for
the hunger strike.

"Their arguments are false.
They will have a fair trial be-
cause in Spain the judiciary
is independent," Prime Min-
ister Pedro Sanchez said
recently, adding that his
government rejects both
taking politics to court and
"politicizing justice."
Although Spain's system
of appointing top justices
and prosecutors has been
guestioned inside and out-
side Spain, those who think
it's working list the numer-
ous sentences against the
country's political and eco-
nomic elite. One such rul-
ing earlier this year led to
Mariano Rajoy's ousting as
prime minister and brought
Sanchez to power.
Sanchez, a Socialist, has
tried a conciliatory tone,
but his approach has not
reduced tensions with the
Catalan separatists. Hard-
ening rhetoric against the
nationalists has spread
across Spain's  political
spectrum and coincided
with the ascent of Vox, a
far-right party.

Turull, a longtime secession-
ist, says Spain's far right is
dragging other parties to its
extremism and becoming
"a machine of generating
tensions" in Catalonia. He
also says Sanchez should
consider dialogue more
than ever, including on the
underlying issue of Catalan
self-determination.(d
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By FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press
KATOWICE, Poland (AP)
— Almost 200 nations, in-
cluding the world's top
greenhouse gas produc-
ers, China and the United
States, have adopted a set
of rules meant to breathe
life into the 2015 Paris cli-
mate accord by setting out
how countries should report
their emissions and efforts
to reduce them.

But negotiators delayed
other key decisions until
next year — a move that
frustrated environmentalists
and countries that wanted
more ambitious goals in
light of scientists' warnings
that the world must shift
sharply away from fossil fu-
els in the coming decade.
"The majority of the rule-
book for the Paris agree-
ment has been created,
which is something to be
thankful for,” said Mo-
hamed Adow, a climate
policy expert at Christian
Aid. "But the fact countries
had to be dragged kicking
and screaming to the finish
line shows that some na-
tions have not woken up"
to the dire consequences
of global warming as out-
lined in a report by the U.N
Panel on Climate Change,
or IPCC.

Officials at the talks, which
ended late Saturday in
the Polish city of Katowice,
agreed upon universal
rules on how nations can
cut emissions. Poor coun-
tries secured assurances
on financial support to help
them reduce emissions,
adapt to changes such as
rising sea levels and pay for
damage that has already
happened.
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Heads of the delegations react at the end of the final session of the COP24 summit on climate
change in Katowice, Poland, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018.

"Through this package, you
have made a thousand lit-
tle steps forward together,"
said Michal Kurtyka, a se-
nior Polish official who led
the talks.

While each country would
likely find some parts of the
agreement it did not like,
he said, efforts were made
to balance the interests of
all parties.

"We will all have to give in
order to gain," he said. "We
will all have to be coura-
geous to look into the fu-
ture and make yet another
step for the sake of human-
ity."

The talks took place against
a backdrop of growing
concern among scientists
that global warming is pro-
ceeding faster than gov-
ernments are responding
to it. Last month, a study
found that global warming
will worsen disasters such as
the deadly California wild-

fires and the powerful hur-
ricanes that have hit the
United States this year.

The recent report by the
IPCC concluded that while
it's possible to cap global
warming at 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahr-
enheit) by the end of the
century compared to pre-
industrial times, doing so
would require a dramatic
overhaul of the global
economy, including a shift
away from fossil fuels.
Alarmed by efforts to in-
clude that idea in the final
text of the meeting, the
oil-exporting nations of the
U.S., Russia, Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait blocked an
endorsement of the IPCC
report midway through this
month's talks. That prompt-
ed uproar from vulnerable
countries like small island
nations and environmental
groups.

The final text omitted a pre-
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vious reference to specific
reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2030 and
merely welcomed the
“timely completion" of the
IPCC report, not its conclu-
sions.

Johan Rockstrom, a scien-
tist who helps to lead the
Potsdam Institute for Cli-
mate Impact Research,
called the agreement "a
relief."” The Paris deal, he
said, "is alive and kicking,
despite a rise in populism
and nationalism."

His biggest concern, he
said, is that the summit
“failed to align ambitions
with science, in particu-
lar missing the necessity of
making clear that global
emissions from fossil fu-
els must be cut by half by
2030" to stay in line with the
IPCC report.

Alden Meyer, director of
strategy and policy at the
Union of Concerned Sci-

vww.arubawineandd

entists, said the talks cre-
ated "a solid foundation
for implementation and
strengthening" of the Paris
agreement and could help
bring the U.S. back into the
deal by a future presiden-
tial administration.

One major sticking point
was how to create a func-
tioning market in carbon
credits. Economists believe
that an international trad-
ing system could be an ef-
fective way to drive down
greenhouse gas emissions
and raise large amounts
of money for measures to
curb global warming.

But Brazil wanted to keep
the piles of carbon credits
it had amassed under an
old system that developed
countries say wasn't cred-
ible or transparent.

Among those that pushed
back hardest was the Unit-
ed States, despite President
Donald Trump's decision to
pull out of the Paris climate
accord and his promotion
of coal as a source of en-
ergy.

"Overall, the U.S. role here
has been somewhat schizo-
phrenic — pushing coal
and dissing science on the
one hand, but also working
hard in the room for strong
transparency rules," said El-
liot Diringer of the Center
for Climate and Energy So-
lutions, a Washington think
tank.

When it came to closing po-
tential loopholes that could
allow countries to dodge
their commitments to cut
emissions, "the U.S. pushed
harder than nearly anyone
else for transparency rules
that put all countries under
the same system, and it's
largely succeeded."
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By KESTER EDDY

Associated Press
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) —
Several thousand protest-
ers marched through Bu-
dapest for a fourth day to
oppose laws promoted by
the Hungarian government
that critics say will restrict
workers' rights and have
undermined democracy.
The protesters chanted
anti-government  slogans
and braved sub-zero tem-
peratures Sunday while
gathered in front of parlia-
ment, where speakers de-
nounced revised overtime
rules that lawmakers ap-
proved Wednesday.

The crowd became in-
creasingly angry as speak-
ers called for the demon-
strations to remain dignified
and peaceful, chanting
"We've had enough!" and
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Vice-chairperson of Momentum party Anna Donath holds up a
smoke grenade during an anti-government protest in the down-
town of Budapest, Hungary, Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018.
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"Strike, strike, strike!"

Perhaps as a result, the
event's final speaker was
more defiant. Anna Don-
ath , the daughter of an
outspoken minister, lit a
smoke flare and declared,

"We will not tire. We won't
go home. Today we are
twice as much as yester-
day. We are (growing) day
by day. This is a mass com-
munity."

Police detained Donath on

Thursday for lighting a flare
during a protest.

The labor code amend-
ments that sparked the
protests increase the maxi-
mum number of overtime
hours that companies can
demand from workers in a
year from 250 to 400. The
changes, intended to off-
set Hungary's growing la-
bor shortage, also give em-
ployers up to three years in-
stead of 12 months to settle
payments of accrued over-
time.

Since the first protest on
Wednesday night and oth-
ers held Thursday and Fri-
day, the demonstrations
have evolved to encom-
pass other policies of Prime
Minister Viktor Orban's gov-
ernment, including another
bil passed Wednesday
that establishes a separate

court for administrative
matters.

A government spokesman,
asked to comment on Sun-
day's demonstration, said
in an email that citizens
had a constitutional right to
assemble freely as long as
laws weren't broken in the
process.

On Thursday, some pro-
testers threw bottles and
smoke bombs at officers in
riot gear guarding the neo-
Gothic parliament build-
ing. Police said two officers
were injured.

The demonstrations have
attracted disparate partici-
pants from across Hunga-
ry's political spectrum. They
include members of Jobbik,
which started out as a radi-
cal right movement and
has worked to reframe itself
as a "peoples" party.[
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Kremlin candidate wins Far East
governorship in repeat vote

By MATTHEW BODNER
Associated Press

MOSCOW (AP) — Russians
living in the far eastern re-
gion of Primorsky Krai elect-
ed a Kremlin-backed can-
didate for governor Sun-
day after the results from
a previous election were
thrown out due to alleged
voting fraud.

Local election officials said
the acting governor of the
region, Oleg Kozhemyako,
won 61.8 percent of the
votes after more than 99
percent of the ballots had
been counted in the Rus-
sian region on the Sea of
Japan.

The election commission
said Andrei Andreichenko
of the nationalist Liberal
Democratic Party came in
second with 25.2 percent
of the vote.

Russian Prime Minister Dmi-

try Medvedev called Ko-
zhemyako to congratulate
him on the victory.
President Vladimir Putin
tapped Kozhemyako to
stand in as governor of Pri-
morsky Krai and run in the
election in place of the for-
mer acting governor, An-
drei Tarasenko.

Tarasenko, who represent-
ed the ruling United Russia
party during a gubernato-
rial election in September,
appeared ready to lose
the election to a Commu-
nist challenger who had
received 98 percent of the
vote after nearly half of the
ballots were counted. But
by the time 99 percent of
ballots were tallied, officials
declared that Tarasenko
had come back to win
the election by over 7,500
votes.

In the face of growing out-

rage over suspected vot-
ing fraud, the Russian Cen-
tral Election Commission
quickly moved to annul the
results, claiming they were
impossible to verify as both
sides accused the other of
improprieties.

Tarasenko was not among
the four candidates who

competed in Sunday's
vote.
Andrei  Ishchenko, the

Communist candidate in
the September vote elec-
tion, did not run again, ei-
ther. His party boycotted
Sunday's election and he
failed to gather the re-
quired signatures for an
independent bid for gov-
ernor.

The election commission
reported a 39.6 percent
voter turnout for Sunday's
election, up from 29.2 per-
cent in September.]



By ERIC TALMADGE
Associated Press
PYONGYANG, North Korea
(AP) — North Koreans are
marking the seventh an-
niversary of the death of
leader Kim Jong Il with visits
to statues and vows of loy-
alty to his son and succes-
sor, Kim Jong Un.

As snow fell Sunday, tens
of thousands of people
offered flowers and paid
respects to the late lead-
er at Mansu Hill in central
Pyongyang, the location of
huge bronze statues of the
"Dear Leader" and national
founder Kim Il Sung.

The anniversary observa-
tions were expected to
continue through Monday
across the country.

The death of Kim Jong Il on
Dec. 17, 2011, thrust his son
into power when he was still
in his late 20s and a virtual
unknown figure outside of
the North.

Despite many predictions
from outside experts that
he wouldn't be up to the
task, Kim Jong Un has con-
solidated his power, bol-
stered the country's econ-
omy in the face of intense
international sanctions and
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In this April 25, 2002, file photo, then North Korean leader Kim
Jong Il claps from the balcony as soldiers salute him during a
military parade, celebrating the foundation of the armed forces
in Pyongyang, North Korea.

attained a goal his father
and grandfather could
only dream of — he is the
first North Korean leader to
possess an arsenal of nu-
clear weapons and long-
range missiles capable of
reaching the United States.
With attention focused on

Associated Press

the anniversary, there was
little mention in the state
media of the issues that
have gotten the most at-
tention elsewhere, includ-
ing a flurry of speculation in
South Korea that Kim might
visit Seoul by the end of
the year. But the North's of-

ficial Korean Central News
Agency ran a lengthy com-
mentary late Sunday that
slammed the United States
for "slander" and ‘"sheer
malice" against the coun-
try and for dragging its feet
on efforts to improve rela-
tions after Kim's summit with
President Donald Trump in
Singapore in June.

The commentary deliber-
ately focused its criticism
on the State Department
and administration officials,
not at Trump, suggesting
that Pyongyang remains
open to another summit.
Trump has suggested he
could meet Kim again early
next year.

With Kim's power base
seemingly more solid than
ever, and his recent effort
to establish himself on the
world stage through sum-
mits with Trump and others,
North Korea watchers have
been on the lookout for
signs that his own personal-
ity cult is being bolstered.
Virtually all homes and
public offices in North Ko-
rea feature portraits of the
elder Kims, who are also
memorialized in countless
statues, mosaics and ceno-
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taphs around the country.
North Korean adults wear
pins over their hearts bear-
ing the likenesses of Kim Il
Sung of Kim Jong Il, or both.
The North has yet to come
out with a Kim Jong Un pin
or to order his image join
the others on every wall,
though Kim and his wife, Ri
Sol Ju, have been referred
to with increasingly lofty
tittes — "chairman" for Kim
and "respected first lady"
for Ri. A special portrait of
the young chairman was
unveiled recently at a cer-
emony to welcome the
visit of Cuba's president,
but none have appeared
in public since. And unlike
his father and grandfather,
Kim's Jan. 8 birthday has yet
to be declared a national
holiday or even marked on
calendars.

None of that should be
assumed to be a sign of
weakness, however.

Kim is generally afforded
the same reverential treat-
ment by the state media,
and for maintaining a re-
spectful step behind his
predecessors, he is cred-
ited with showing humility
and confidence.(]
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Exodus from Venezuela leaves families divided across borders

By CHRISTINE ARMARIO
SCOTT SMITH

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) —
When Emili Espinoza was fi-
nally able to make a video
call to the 3-year-old son
she hadn't seen since flee-
ing Venezuela, the little
boy named Elvis didn't rec-
ognize her.

"No," he told her. "My mom
is sleeping.”

That cold denial sent a
shiver of sadness down her
spine. She reminded him
of the chocolate-covered
bananas she used to buy
him, hoping to trigger a
memory. But his young
mind couldn't grasp the
recollection.

His mother wasn't the
28-year-old woman with
almond-colored eyes star-
ing at him through a cell
phone screen, he insisted,
but the young lady who
happened to be taking
care of him that afternoon
and was napping a few
feet away.

Like thousands of other
Venezuelan migrants what
the U.N. calls the largest
exodus of people in South
America's modern history,
Espinoza had made an ag-
onizing choice six months
ago: To leave without her
three children. She did not
have the money to bring
them and had no idea
what trials she might face
in Colombia. So she left
them with her brother in the
hopes of earning enough
to feed them and, with
time, reunite.

It's a pattern that echoes
other migrations through-
out the world, from Central
America, the Caribbean
and Asia: Heads of house-
holds are fleeing first, with

In this Dec. 11, 2018 photo, Venezuelan migrant Emili Espinoza commutes back home after a
day's work at a health food restaurant in Bogota, Colombia.

hopes — sometimes frus-
trated — that their families
can soon join them. The re-
sult is a profound alteration
of families, with sometimes
devastating consequenc-
es.

Co-workers at the health
foods restaurant in Bogo-
ta where Espinoza cleans
tables tried to console her,
saying the child was simply
confused and likely asso-
ciated the word "mother"
with any one of the female
neighbors or relatives in
Venezuela now helping
take care of him.

"He would consider that
person his mother and not
me," she said, weeping at
the memory.

An estimated 2.3 million
Venezuelans have fled
their nation's hyperinflation,
food and medical shortag-
es over the last three years,
according to the United

Nations. About 1 million
have landed in neighbor-
ing Colombia after making
long treks by bus and foot
. In one survey by Colom-
bian officials, 73 percent of
the more than 250,000 mi-
grant families questioned
said they had left relatives
behind in Venezuela.
Another smaller survey by
the International Rescue
Committee, a humanitari-
an aid group, found 52 per-
cent of 312 Venezuelans re-
cently arrived in Colombia
reported being separated
from at least one child they
usually live with.

"The rate of family sepa-
ration and separation of
parents from children is
just staggering,” said Mari-
anne Menjivar, the IRC's
Venezuela and Colombia
director. "These are people
who have multiple layers of
trauma and the child sepa-
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ration is one more."

Experts who have studied
migrant families say the
same factors typically drive
the decision to flee with-
out children, regardless of
country of origin: Uncer-
tainty about the journey,
worries about job prospects
in a new country and a be-
lief that the separation will
only be temporary. Arise in
female migration in recent
decades has also led to
larger numbers of children
separated from their moth-
ers.

Perhaps nowhere has the is-
sue been more visible than
at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, where families make
wrenching decisions over
whether to bring children
on long treks — often cov-
ering hundreds of miles and
finally across scorching, iso-
lated deserts. Even fami-
lies who cross into the U.S.

together often find them-
selves separated, whether
by agents at the border or
deportation orders issued
years or decades later.

The impact can vary de-
pending on age and
length of time apart, said
Joanna Dreby, an associ-
ate professor of sociology
at the University at Alba-
ny, State University of New
York. Babies and toddlers
are at an age where bond-
ing is considered crucial
and little is known about
the long-term impact of
separation. Middle-school
aged children, meanwhile,
tend to suffer the most ad-
verse consequences. They
are old enough to know
what's going on, but may
not totally understand their
parent's rationale in choos-
ing to be apart.

"They may come, as they
get older, to understand
the rationale," Dreby said.
"But it doesn't change the
feelings of resentment they
grapple with."

Like other migrants, Ven-
ezuelan families are likely
to try to reunite as quickly
as possible, a trend Colom-
bian authorities believe is
already happening, which
will result in even higher
numbers of Venezuelans
living abroad. Colombian
Foreign  Minister Carlos
Holmes Trujillo recently es-
timated that there could
be as many as 4 million
Venezuelans in Colombia
by 2021. In their survey of
about 250,000 Venezuelan
migrant families, Colom-
bian officials found an av-
erage of just 1.7 people
per "family," indicating that
most had relatives scat-
tered across borders. (]
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Feeling Sick during vacation?

W

At Your Service: Experienced Doctor & Pharmacy under one Roof

PALM BEACH — Feeling sick is a miserable thing during vacation. This is the time
of the year you should enjoy and relax, so staying in a hotel room bed with a sun-
stroke, skin allergy, ear infection or intestinal problems can be a bummer. The best
thing to do is to recover as soon as possible, and Dr. Lili Beke of the Aruba Walk-in
Clinic, together with Palm Beach Service Pharmacy are a one-stop-shopping solu-
tion.

A Walk-In Clinic to Walk To

First of all she is calm, kind and understanding. Personal touch is her trade mark and
with more than 35 years of experience as a medical doctor she knows what’s go-
ing on. Doctor Beke is located in Palm Beach, at the door steps of the hotel area
and her clinic is appropriately named the Aruba Walk-In Clinic. “I’d like to put my-
self in the shoes of the visitor. Being in a strange place, sometimes far from family or
even alone and feeling sick. You can feel lost and disorientated. | can understand
that and try to give them comprehension and a welcome feeling while examining
them. So they leave with a smile, even if they feel a bit sick.” The doctor speaks
seven languages: English, Dutch, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Papiamen-
to, meaning she can attend to almost any tourist from all over the world. “You can
come in without an appointment and we have an emergency number that works
24/7, if necessary | will visit the patient where he/she is staying. We attend patients
every day!” Her philosophy is as follows: As long as you enjoy what you are doing
and like to help people, this profession is very rewarding.” It sounds like the perfect
place to heal.

Pharmacy & Drug Store with a Recipe for Success

Two quality parties that work together can only be a good thing. After you pick up
your prescription at Dr. Beke’s practice, you can go to the Pharmacy, right next
door. The collaboration between these two results in a quick, efficient and quality
service. It’s just what you need when you feel the only thing you want is healing.
Lennert van der Poel, general manager of the Pharmacy, which is part of a Group

_-—

+

of 5 pharmacies, points out that convenience is not their
only unique asset. “We carry a wide variety of medicines
from the US, but most of the medicines come from the
EU. The prices in the EU are considerately lower than in
the U.S.” All medicine are European registered with the
same standard as U.S. products. “The law in the States al-
lows visitors to get medicines here for the use of six months
and many repeated guests or time share owners do so.
This saves them a lot of money. It is however mandatory
to have a prescription from a local doctor”, says van der
Poel. Most common medicines requested by visitors are
antibiotic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications.

Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful va-
cation of your life on our Happy Island. But .... In case
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured!]

ated at “The Cave™
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\ PALM BEACH

Palm Beach Service Pharmacy
T. +297 587 1717
www.boticadiservicio.com
info@boticadiservicio.com

Unit 8 at “The Cove”

Palm Beach

Aruba Walk-in Clinic

T: +297 588 539

or +297 594 0539
Igbeke.md@gmail.com
Unit 9 at “The Cove”
Palm Beach
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ARTS mgﬁﬂays: 4:30pm till 6:30pm at Bucuti & Tara Beach Hotel
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 6pm till 9pm Marriott Stellaris Hotel
AND CRAFTS Fﬂdlys: 7pm till 10pm Seaport Market Place

BY LOCAL
DESIGNERS - OUNDATION A.®.uB.A

- &=  Need a VACATION with
| | that special someone?

ORANJESTAD — Little Europe Jewels & Time gives you
the chance to win 2 free tickets to the ultimate 3 nights
Caribbean paradise vacation at the prestigious Aruba
Marriott Resort & Casino. Unwind, relax and explore!

Create your personal -ARUBA ONE HAPPY ISLAND- story,
where the sun shines 365 days a year!

The beachesare turquoise tinted, trees are emerald green,
the sky is sapphire blue, local people are friendly, drinks
are flowing and the tropical nights are unforgettable.

OUR OFFER INCLUDES:

*Welcome gift bag

*Three dinner coupons

eRelaxing massage for two

*$1000 shopping coupon at either of our locations

Ml'l'llﬂll'ﬂt‘.

EAN

Winners will be announced via a live Facebook raffle,
drawn by the honorable Girish Alwani (Garry) on
01/02nd/19! Follow these EASY STEPS and entfer to WIN
now!

1. Like & share this post on the Facebook page: little
europe jewels & fime, so your family & friends can also
take advantage of this special offer

2. Register on our website
http://www littleeuropejewels.com

3. To enter a purchase of ONLY $999 in store or online is
required

n nd D t mi t thi tunity! S t
ast Mexll.‘-a Iu on not miss out on this opportunity! See you at our
Eﬂpalienﬂz ;‘:Stna in the ﬂal.'“lbﬂall. stores.]

Drinks an

OP EN7 days a WBE‘( From 5 00 p.m. until...

w

00297
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Jolly Pirates will teach you to Snorkel:
Discover a WWII Shipwreck and view underwater landscapes

MALMOK — Too much a good thing, is a great
thing aboard a Jolly Pirates Cruise. Meet new
friends. Swing from a rope, pirate-style. Swim
and snorkel in the turquoise Caribbean. Sun-
bathe on teak decks or enjoy the ample shade
by the popular ship’s open bar. Get fed up with
a BBQ.

For more than twenty years, enthusiastic tour-
ists have learned to appreciate the beauty of
Aruba’s underwater environment, aboard full
day and half day snorkeling tours with Jolly Pi-
rates. If you’ve never tried snorkeling, the crew
will make it easy for you with a proper fitting
mask, snorkel, fins and floatation device a few
tips. Before you getin the ocean, itis suggested
that guests will try some simple, relaxed breath-
ing through their snorkel. Once in the ocean
you will feel that there’s enough pressure to
seal your mask. Also, it’s recommended to put
fins on, when you are in the water. Small flutter
kicks will propel you through Aruba’s underwa-
ter playground as you glide comfortably. You’ll
see a lot of amazing marine life under the wa-
ter, and this will help you relax and focus. Soon
you will learn that a relaxed snorkeler has more
pleasure out of snorkeling.

The Jolly Pirates crew encourages all snorkelers,
regardless of their swimming ability to wear a
proper flotation device in the water. Aruba’s

clear waters afford snorkelers incredible visibil-
ity. Colorful schools of fish dart in and out of
the flora and fauna in the shallow reef areas
along the coastline. With a bit of practice, you
will soon swim confidently among marine life,
which call Malmok their home.

Under the watchful eyes, of experts you will
view the awesome 400ft WWII Shipwreck Antilla
which rests gently on her portside. Immersed

in WWII history, the sunken treasure is encrusted
in fascinating corals, and oodles of sea critters.
Reserve your tickets online, It’s easy peasy and
you can save 20% when you choose to sail on
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday trips.
www.jolly-pirates.com<http://www.jolly-pirates.
com.l
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FOR -3 5 YEARS

YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT ARUBA FINEST
TIMESHARE RESORT

Playa Linda Beach Resort Sales Office Mon - Fri (Sam - 4pm)
sales@playalinda.com or call (+297) 386-100

SAVANETA — “l won, |
won”, sounded the happy
respond from one of the
teens of the Ortho-peda-
gogical Center (OC) who
gained an award with her
writing for a contest. The
contest is a project orga-
nized by Merveline Geer-
man and her husband
Mike for troubled teens be-
tween 12 and 18 years old.
“These children have been
through a lot, they are
abused, traumatized and in
their adolescent phase as
well. They are judged upon
and receive a lot of nega-
tivity within community.
Who would not be troubled
by a past like that? But the
only thing they lacked is
love and a safe home.”
Saturday evening Geer-
man opened her home to
them, to give them love
and attention.

Merveline and her hus-

band are caretakers, they

have a heart for voluntary

work and they feel like
helping and reaching out
to those in need. “On the
island there is a culture of
judgement and punish-
ment. ‘Bad children” must
be punished is often heard
in the community. People
are many times harsh and
| would like to turn this cold
into warmth towards these
children, by showing the
public their background
and story. To bring aware-
ness that this is not their
choice.” The couple has
three children of their own
and Merveline says: “When
| look at my children and
the children of the institute
| see two basic elements
the latter lack: love and a
home with peace and rest.
On the island social cohe-
sion fell apart, everybody
is too busy with jobs and
people do not take care of
each other no more.”

-‘iﬂhn:{-'m
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The Contest

The assessment was for
each teen to decorate a
book and write about their
life and experiences. The
end results were exposed
for the first time at the Aru-
ba Art Fair in San Nicolas
last October. The exposi-
tion attracted a wide au-
dience and many people
shared their emotions upon
the topic. After the Art Fair
the books were exposited
at several Community Cen-
ters. The public was invited
to vote for the best writing
and the best decoration.
Merveline: “The decora-
tion was the easy part, the
writing caused some resis-
tance but in the end it was
actually helping them.” The
stories, poems and quotes
are very touching and
well-written in many cases.
There is no change one will
not be moved by reading
the cries from the heart, but
also the dreams and wish-
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es. One of the girls tells Aru-
ba Today about her life: I
lived in the Dominican Re-
public but things went very
bad, | was beaten up many
times. My mother was here
in Aruba and she came get
me, the only thing is that
she could not give me the
love | needed. A teacher at
school initiated my process
to go live at the OC.” She
feels more in peace now,
though in the beginning
she felt she was imprisoned.
“l see things more positive
now and feel | can make
that change. Her dream is
to go to Hollywood and be-
come famous. “Beyonce
and Jennifer Lopez are my
role models, they also start-

ed off from scratch.”

To Give a Voice

700 votes came from the
community centers (MFA’s)
Savaneta, St. Cruz, Parade-
ra and Noord. Merveline:
“But there were many
more visitors. Not all people
wanted to vote because
they were overwhelmed
with the pain of the chil-
dren written down. The re-
sponse from the audience
was very good, they were
happy with the attention
for these children.” Her next
project she would like to
work with young drug ad-
dicts. “Itis important to give
a voice to those who never
get to speak out.”]
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Hotel Hustle

Column by: Shanella Pantophlet
“Tis the season

It's coming up to the end of the year and with that comes
high season, for the next five to six months all hotels on
the Island will be 95-100% full. It's a rather stressful time
for us, because besides the hotel being completely full,
there's also various holidays between December and
April, which means shorter work weeks.

Of course a shorter week in theory is great, you have days
off without having to take any extra vacation days. How-
ever that comes at the cost of productivity, with having
a three day work week you have to find a to do every-
thing you normally do in five-six days in those three days.
It means coming in to work at least an hour earlier to try
and get ahead of everything you’re supposed to be do-
ing. | find the days between holidays to be some of my
most productive because | am squeezing as much as
| can out of every last minute of my days. | know that
when | leave the office for the long holiday weekend, my
work is complete and the departments that depend on
me have their necessary information to run smoothly. |
can breathe easily, because | work in a timeshare which
means the majority of our guests will be in the same rooms
or moving rooms on the weekend and there’s less check
ins. Timeshares have a level of security we can count on
during peak season which I’m sure everyone in reserva-
tions is happy for as it means we can relax just a tiny bit.

We are all still very much on call though because if there’s one thing we know, is that you’ve got to expect the unexpected even when you think
you’ve accounted for everything that could possibly happen. There’s been at least two occasions where I’'ve been called minutes to 12am on
New Year's eve because of issues with a check in. Instantly you go from celebrating to business mode to figure out what needs to be done from
home to make sure the guests are settled in and happy and can enjoy their own celebrations. Once we managed to figure things out, | still had
enough fime to get back to celebrating and lighting fireworks to usher in the fireworks, the guests were happy fo be in Aruba and settled into
their home away from home.

The last thing we want to have happen is a guest being inconvenienced because we are in a rushing around trying to get things done for the
holiday weekend. As stressed out as we may be the best thing fo do is come in a bit early use the quiet to our advantage and fake our fime in
processing and disseminating all necessary reservation information. In times like these it’s always better to measure twice and cut once. So as this
holiday season begins, we will continue to work towards making sure our guests can rest assured in knowing that the service they expect won’t
suffer just because we work less days in the week.]

Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour-
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write.
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists,
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle.
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AP source:
Mets sign

C Wilson
Ramos to
2-year deal

NEW YORK (AP) — The New
York Mets have agreed to
a $19.5 milion, two-year
contract with free agent
catcher Wilson Ramos, ac-
cording to a person famil-
iar with the negotiations.
The deal likely signals an
end to the Mets' pursuit of
Marlins catcher J.T. Real-
muto. Instead, New York
will turn to a two-time All-
Star in Ramos who is com-
ing off a strong year with
the Tampa Bay Rays and
Philadelphia Philies. The
person spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity Sunday
because the deal has not
been announced and is
still pending a physical.
The 31-year-old Ramos bat-
ted .306 with 15 home runs
and an .845 OPS last sea-
son, ranking fifth among
catchers in Wins Above
Replacement at 2.4, via
Fangraphs. New York of-
ficials met last week with
Ramos at the winter meet-
ings in Las Vegas and with
Yasmani Grandal, another
free agent catcher, in Ari-
zona. Ramos became the
priority for the Mets, partly
because of compensation
required for signing Gran-
dal, who turned down a
$17.9 milion qualifying of-
fer from the Los Angeles
Dodgers. If New York had
signed Grandal, the Mets
would have forfeited their
second-highest pick in next
June’s amateur draft and
$500,000 of international
signing bonus allocation in

sning | Steelersisolve Brady, Ratriots:
The Mets also discussed a} to Snap 3 game Skld pa-

possible trade for Realmu ', o] ,
to but decided the players i . bl

it would have had to give Plttsburgh Steelers cornerback Joe Haden (23) intercepts a pass intended for New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman
up in a trade were too high  (11) during the second half of an NFL football game in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018.
a cost. Associated Press

Continued on Page 22 Page 20
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U.S. coach: Vonn plans to return to racing next month

By ANDREW DAMPF

AP Sports Writer

SELVA DI VAL GARDENA,
Italy (AP) — Lindsey Vonn is
hoping to return from injury
next month and resume her
pursuit of the all-time World
Cup wins record, accord-
ing to the U.S. Ski Team’s
head coach.

"That's what we're hopeful
for. That's the plan,” Paul
Kristofic told The Associat-
ed Press on Sunday.

Vonn hyperextended and
sprained a ligament in
her knee during a training
crash on Nov. 19. She also
suffered a bone bruise in
the crash, in which she fell
on a turn, did the splits and
went into the protective
fence.

January would be an op-
portune time for Vonn to
return, since there are three
consecutive weekends
of speed races, downhill
and super-G — which are
Vonn's specialties.

The series opens Jan. 12-
13 in St. Anton, Austria, fol-
lowed by stops in Cortina
d'Ampezzo, Italy, and Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen, Ger-
many.

A win or two in that stretch
would move Vonn closer to
the mark of 86 victories set
by Swedish great Ingemar
Stenmark.

Vonn has 82 wins.

However, Vonn has not re-
turned to on-snow training
yet.

"She's just doing rehab and
strength and conditioning,"
Kristofic said, adding that
there is no precise date set
for her return to ski training.
“It really depends on how
things go when she's not
on snow. It's sort of day by
day."

The 34-year-old Vonn was
planning to retire at the
end of this season but the
injury prompted her to an-
nounce recently that she
plansto come back for one
more series of speed races
in Lake Louise, Alberta, next
season.

Kristofic said Vonn is also
expected to compete in
one more final major event
— the world championships
in Are, Sweden, in February.
“It's in the plans to do it," he
said.

Meanwhile, Olympic down-
hill champion Sofia Goggia

.

In this Feb. 4, 2018, file photo, United States' Lindsey Vonn celebrates on the podium after winning

an alpine ski, women's world Cup downhill race, in Garmisch Partenkirchen, Germany.

is also hoping to return from
injury in January.

Goggia broke a bone in
her right ankle during a fall
in giant slalom training in
Hintertux, Austria, in Octo-
ber.

"She has a doctor's ap-
pointment on or about
Dec. 21 and hopefully she'll
be cleared for on-snow
training before the end of
this month,” Italy coach
Giovanni Feltrin said.

"The idea is for her to return
in January," Feltrin added.
"The exact date | don't
know but it would be great
if it's in Cortina."

Both Goggia and Vonn
won downhills in Cortina
last season.

Mikaela Shiffrin will also be
missing from speed races
Tuesday and Wednesday
in Val Gardena. The overall
World Cup leader is resting
after winning her last three
races and with a big set of
events coming up in her
specialties of slalom and gi-
ant slalom.

"l won't be racing as my
team and | needed a rest
and reboot after the busy
last six weeks," Shiffrin wrote
on social media Sunday.
The next downhill on Shif-
frin's schedule is in Cortina
on Jan. 19, Kristofic said.
With Breezy Johnson, Jac-
queline Wiles, Alice McK-
ennis also out injured, that
leaves only Laurenne Ross
and Alice Merryweather to

Associated Press

represent the U.S. team in
Val Gardena.

The Gardena races were
originally scheduled for Val
d'lsere, France, this week-
end but were moved due
to a lack of snow in the
French resort.

While the U.S. has plenty of
starting spots available in
Gardena, Kristofic said that
the team's younger ath-
letes "are not ready to race
World Cup downhill, espe-
cially on a men's track."

It's the first time that the
Saslong course will host
women's World Cup races,
having been a classic stop
on the men’'s circuit for a
half-century.(]
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Steelersride rookle Samuels past Patriots 17-10

By WILL GRAVES
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Rookie
running back Jaylen Samu-
els, making his second start
in place of injured James
Conner, ran for a career-
high 142 yards and made
a critical third-down recep-
tion in the fourth quarter
as Pittsburgh snapped a
three-game losing streak
by holding off the New
England 17-10 on Sunday.
Ben Roethlisberger threw
for 235 yards with two first-
half touchdowns and two
interceptions as the Steel-
ers (8-5-1) remained in front
of Baltimore in the AFC
North with two weeks to go
in the season. Chris Boswell,
who has struggled so badly
this season the team held
open tryouts during the
week, atoned for a 32-yard
miss in the third quarter by
drilling a 48-yarder with 2:30
remaining.

Pittsburgh’s defense, which
let fourth-quarter leads slip
away each of the last two
games, made it stand.
The Patriots (9-5) missed a
chance to clinch their 10th
straight AFC East title when
Tom Brady’s pass into the
end zone for Julian Edel-
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Pittsburgh Steelers running back Jaylen Samuels (38) is tackled by New England Patriots free safe-
ty Devin McCourty (32) during the first half of an NFL football game in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Dec. 16,

2018.

man was knocked down
by Pittsburgh’s Morgan Bur-
nett.

Brady finished 25 of 36 for
279 yardswith atouchdown
and an interception while
losing to the Steelers for the
first time since 2011 and just
the third time in 14 career
meetings. Pittsburgh held

SPIN TO WIN

Bricke Bay

XA WEEK!!

n December every Friday & Sunday from 7pm till 11pm we will have Random Picks!

rAwesome Prizes!!

ore !n $1000 in SLOT PLAY plis !‘Veqekend Stay,F&B Vouchers & X-MAS Baskets!!!

tight end Rob Gronkowski
to two receptions for 21
yards. Brady flung a jump
ball to Gronkowski deep in
Pittsburgh territory midway
through the fourth quarter
that was picked off by cor-
nerback Joe Haden.

The uncharacteristical-
ly sloppy Patriots were

At the R|u Pa!ace Anhllas
Formerly The Westin Hotel
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Every 30 minutes a customer playmg sIot machine will be picked to Spin the Wheel
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For :omplete rules and details, see or contact the Players Club desk at 525-7777 Ext.209. Follow us on Facebook: Orchid Casino at Riu Antillas Aruba.
Offer is valid for Players Club Members Only. Winner must be present. Must be age 18 to Play. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion without notice

Associated Press

flagged 14 times for 106
yards and their problemat-
ic run defense couldn’t find
an answer for Samuels, a
fifth-round pick out of North
Carolina State who was
considered a project when
the Steelers took a flyer on
him.

Not so much anymore.
Sprinting through gaping
holes and showing plenty
of burst, Samuels regularly
found himself running into
the New England second-
ary. The leading receiver
in N.C. State history also
made a leaping grab on

third-and-9 on Pittsburgh’s
penultimate drive that
helped set up Boswell’s field
goal. Both teams came in
hurting, taking some of the
shine off a rivalry that has
been meaningful if one-
sided. The Patriots lost on
a last-second 69-yard dou-
ble-lateral touchdown to
Miami. Pittsburgh somehow
fell to the woeful Raiders
in Oakland, a third-straight
setback that trimmed its
once-comfortable lead
in the AFC North to a half-
game over Baltimore. That
left coach Mike Tomlin
promising the team would
not “sit on its hands” in
search of answers.

There were tweaks in the
secondary, with corner-
back Artie Burns reclaim-
ing his starting spot, though
they didn’t last long. Not
after Brady hit a laughably
wide-open Hogan for a 63-
yard touchdown in the first
quarter.

ROAD WOES

Hogan’s TD was one of
the few big plays created
by the Patriots, who again
struggled to get much go-
ing on the road. New Eng-
land finished the regular
season 3-5 away from Gil-
lette Stadium, not exactly
promising for a club that
would almost certainly
have to travel at least once
— and maybe twice — if it
wants to return to the Super
Bowl.(

Free agent Justin Bour,
Angels finalize $2.5M deal

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — First
baseman Justin Bour and
the Angels have finalized a
$2.5 million, one-year con-
tract, giving Los Angeles
depth while Albert Pujols
recovers from surgery.

Bour can earn an addition-
al $500,000 in performance
bonuses based on plate
appearances under the
deal announced Saturday:
$125,000 each for 350, 400,
450 and 500.

The 30-year-old hit 20 hom-
ers and drove in 59 runs
with the Marlins and Phillies
last season. He played 112
of his 141 games with Miami
before an August trade to
Philadelphia. Bour didn't

find a regular spot with Phil-
adelphia down the stretch.
The Phillies wouldn't have a
spot for him this year, either,
after moving Rhys Hoskins
back to first base and sign-
ing corner outfielder An-
drew McCutchen to a $50
million, three-year contract
during the winter meetings.
Bour batted .227, missing
time late with an oblique
strain. He's hit 83 home runs
over the last four years. He
earned $3.4 million last sea-
son after beating Miami
in salary arbitration, and
then became a free agent
last month when Philadel-
phia didn’t offer a 2019
contract..
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PAILY HAPPY

at our Captain's Morgan Bar from 4 - 6 pm $5 Bar.

For Reservations call: SB&62259
Located betwoon Holiday Inn Hotel & Playa Linda Resort www.palican-aruba.com

Open daily from 11 am - 10 pm

eagoed Grill g

Come & see the spectacular Sunset on the sea
Ask for our daily chef special
Our menu offers an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood

(caught daily by our own flect), International Dishes and a relaxing Atmosphere.
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Simmons, Embiid lead 76ers
past Cavs in Butler's return

By STEVE HERRICK
Associated Press
CLEVELAND (AP) — Jimmy
Butler's return brought out
the best in his Philadelphia
teammates.

Ben Simmons had 22 points,
11 rebounds and 14 assists
for his third triple-double
of the season, Joel Embiid
scored 24 points and the
76ers routed the Cleveland
Cavaliers 128-105 on Sun-
day.

Butler scored 19 points after
missing two games — both
losses — with a strained
groin.

"He's such a large person-
ality and his talent is sort
of a spirit he brings to our
group," coach Brett Brown
said.

Butler was 6 of 10 from the
field and hit three 3-point-
ers. He gave Simmons most
of the credit.

"Ben is doing what he al-
ways does for us, passing
the ball," Butler said. "When
he's playing like that, the
game is really easy for ev-
erybody."

Simmons had his 15th ca-
reer triple-double.

"Having Jimmy back
helped because we had
multiple guys that could
put it away," he said. "l just
do what | can offensively
and help find guys who are
scoring. Numbers are num-
bers. Obviously, stat-wise, it
looks good."

Landry Shamet added 16
points for Philadelphia, J.J.
Redick had 14 points and
Wilson Chandler 11.

Cedi Osman and Jordan
Clarkson each scored 18
points for Cleveland. Rod-
ney Hood and Matthew
Dellavedova each had 13
points, and rookie point
guard Collin Sexton added
12.

Philadelphia broke it open

after Cleveland cut a
13-point lead to 86-85 late
in the third quarter.

The Sixers led 86-73 mid-
way through the quarter,
but Cleveland scored 12
straight points and trailed
by one after Larry Nance
Jr.'s dunk. Wilson Chandler
hit a 3-pointer from the cor-
ner as time ran out in the
period, starting the decid-
ing run.

"The margin for error in this
game is very small for us,"
Cauvaliers coach Larry Drew
said. "Margin for errors is not
just a turnover, it's a bad
shot, it's not getting back
defensively."

The Cavaliers led 44-34
early in the second quatrter,
but Philadelphia ended the
first half on a 31-14 run.
Butler was injured in the first
qguarter Monday against
Detroit and went scoreless
in 10 minutes. Philadelphia
won that game, but lost to
Brooklyn and Indiana with
Butler out.

"| felt good," he said. "When
you play with such good
guys that draw so much at-
tention, | have the easy job.
| hang my hat on defense. |
don't care how many shots
| get or anything."

TOUGH MATCHUP

Drew knows even trying to
slow down Embiid is not an
easy task. Not only is the
7-footer a dominant player
in the lane, he has also hit
36 3-pointers this season.
"He's a force — size, the
ability to shoot it from the
three, the ability to take it
off the dribble," Drew said.
"You don't see a guy that
size being able to shoot the
ball as well as he does from
the three. Where he's most
deadly is when he's playing
with his back to the basket.
Just for his size alone, | don't
think anybody can defend

him one-on-one down low
because he's just too big."
LONG TRIP

The Sixers complete a chal-
lenging back-to-back set
in San Antonio on Mon-
day. Simmons was the only
player to go more than 30
minutes as Brown made lib-
eral use of his bench. "I'm
happy to get on a plane
and know nobody played
reckless minutes, and we
got the win," Brown said.
TIP-INS

76ers: Redick was limping
after landing awkwardly
while being fouled in the
first quarter, but remained
in the game and played 28
minutes. ... Brown walked
halfway on the floor to call
timeout after Osman drove
the length of the floor for
an uncontested layup in
the second quarter.
Cavaliers: Hood picked up
two fouls in the first 1:13 and
went to the bench. ... Ante
Zizic started at center after
not playing in four straight
games. Zizic and Nance
each picked up two fouls
in the first quarter trying to

Philadelphia 76ers’ Ben Simmons (25), from Australia, shoots
against Cleveland Cavaliers' Rodney Hood (1) during the sec-
ond half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, in
Cleveland.

guard Embiid. ... Channing
Frye, who started the previ-
ous two games in place of
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the injured Tristan Thomp-
son, entered the game late

in the period.1]

Loves set scoring records to
win Father-Son Challenge

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Da-
vis Love Il and his son Dru
played so well Sunday that
they set two scoring re-
cords, rallied from a three-
shot deficit to win the PNC
Father-Son Challenge and
then wondered if they
would get to play again.

Team Love shot 27 on the
front nine at The Ritz-Carl-
ton Golf Club to get in the
mix, took the lead with a
birdie at No. 11 and finished
off their record round with
four more birdies an eagle
for a 16-under 56, breaking

by one the 18-hole record
in a scramble format.

They won by three shots
at 26-under 118, another
record in the scramble for-
mat.

"Who knows? This might be
our last time playing, so it
was fun to finish it off," Love
said.

The 36-hole event is for
players who have won a
major or The Players Cham-
pionship, and their partner
cannot hold a PGA Tour-
sanctioned card. Dru Love
has played 17 times in the

last two years on the PGA
Tour, European Tour and
Web.com Tour, but he has
yet to earn a card and
missed out in the qualifying
tournament this year.

They were unstoppable in
the second and final round,
making only four pars and
the rest birdies and two
eagles.

The 56 beat by one the
record previously held by
Raymond and Raymond
Floyd Jr. in 1994 and by Bob
and David Charles in 1998.

a
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APNewsBreak: Champion Red Sox owe nearly $12M in luxury tax

By RONALD BLUM

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Boston
should be happy to pay
this tax bill.

The World Series champion
Red Sox owe $11,951,091 in
luxury tax for having base-
ball's top payroll, accord-
ing to final calculations by
the commissioner's office
obtained by The Associ-
ated Press. The only oth-
er team that owes is the
Washington Nationals, who
must pay $2,386,097, their
second straight year with a
bill.

Because Boston was more
than $40 million over the
tax threshold, it became
the first team to incur a
new penalty put in place
for the 2018 season: the
top Red Sox selection in
next June's amateur draft
will be dropped 10 places.
Boston's top pick had been
projected to be No. 33
overall before the penalty.
Boston has owed tax in
the years of three of its
four titles this century, pay-
ing $3,148,962 in 2004 and
$6,064,287 in 2007. The
Red Sox stayed under the
tax threshold when they
won in 2013. The only oth-
er championship teams to
owe since the tax began
in 2003 were the 2009 New
York Yankees at $25.7 mil-
lion and the 2016 Chicago
Cubs, at $2.96 million.

This year's initial tax thresh-
old was $197 million, count-
ing payrolls by average an-
nual values and including
earned bonuses, adjust-
ments for cash transactions

This Oct. 28, 2018, shows Boston Red Sox owner John Henry, partially hidden at left, and chairman
Tom Werner holding the championship trophy beside manager Alex Cora, right, after Game 5 of
baseball's World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Los Angeles.

and option buyouts and just
over $14 million per team in
benefits. Boston's payroll for
the tax was $239.5 million,
exceeding the $237 million
threshold that triggered the
draft penalty. Washington's
was $205 million.

Boston boosted its payroll
during spring training when
it added slugger J.D. Marti-
nez, who counted at $23.75
milion on the tax payroll
and then earned $700,000
in bonuses while leading
the major leagues with 130
RBIs.

Ahead of the July 31 trade
deadline, the Red Sox ac-
quired World Series MVP

Steve Pearce, who added
$3,208,602 to the payroll,
including a $50,000 Series
MVP bonus; pitcher Na-
than Eovaldi, who added
$720,430 and became a
key component to the title
run with a pair of postsea-
son wins and a six-inning
relief outing in World Series
Game 3 against the Los
Angeles Dodgers; and sec-
ond baseman lan Kinsler,
who added $3,766,666.

San Francisco had the
third-highest payroll at
$195.7 million followed by
the Dodgers at $195 million
— up from $182 million on
opening day, The Dodgers
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had paid tax in each of the
previous five seasons, a to-
tal of $149.6 million.

The Cubs were fifth at
$193.3 million, and the Yan-
kees sixth at $192.98 million
— the first time the Yankees
finished under the threshold
after 15 consecutive years
over that resulted in taxes
totaling $341.1 million.

By dropping under the
threshold, the Yankees and
Dodgers reset their tax rates
for 2019 and put themselves
in better position to pursue
a talented free-agent class
that includes Bryce Harper
and Manny Machado.
Boston has owed in nine of

16 seasons, a total of $37.1
million. The Red Sox paid in
2015 and '16, then dropped
under the threshold by just
over $3 milion in 2017, re-
setting their tax rates to the
lowest level this year. Bos-
ton paid at a 28.1 percent
effective rate.

Washington is paying for
the second straight season,
raising its total to $3.8 mil-
lion.

Only eight teams have
gone over the tax thresh-
old: Detroit paid $9 million
over three seasons, San
Francisco $8.9 million over
three seasons and the Los
Angeles Angels $927,000 in
2003. Next year's tax starts
at $206 million, and Boston's
rates will rise from 20 per-
cent to 30 percent on the
first $20 million over, 32 per-
cent to 42 percent on the
next $20 milion and 62.5
percent to 75 percent on
any amount over $246 mil-
lion. Red Sox president of
baseball operations Dave
Dombrowski predicted Bos-
ton against will exceed all
three thresholds next year.
Washington's rate rises to 50
percent on the first $20 mil-
lion over, 62 percent on the
next $20 million and 95 per-
cent on any amount over
$246 million. Checks for the
competitive balance tax,
as it is normally known, go
to the commissioner's office
and are due by Jan. 21. The
first $13 million of tax money
is used to fund player ben-
efits and 50 percent of the
remainder will be used to
fund player Individual Re-
trement Accounts. ]

In this July 9, 2018, file photo, Tampa Bay Rays catcher Wilson
Ramos heads for the field during a baseball game against the
Detroit Tigers, in St. Petersburg, Fla.
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Continued from Page 18

Ramos crosses another
item of the to-do list of new
general manager Brodie

Van Wagenen. The former
agent made a blockbuster
deal with Seattle for sec-
ond baseman Robinson
Cano and closer Edwin
Diaz this month and also
brought back former New
York closer Jeurys Familia
on a $30 million, three-year
deal last week. The team
may still pursue an up-
grade in center field and a
left-handed reliever.

Ramos is expected to be
New York's primary catch-
er, with Travis d'Arnaud
and Kevin Plawecki as pos-

sible backups. D'Arnaud,
who turns 30 in February,
has been on the disabled
list in five straight seasons
as injuries limited him to
366 major league games,
an average of 73 per sea-
son. He was 3 for 15 (.200)
with one homer and three
RBIs in four games this year
when he felt tightness in
his right elbow during pre-
game drills in Miami. He
was sent to New York and
had an MRI that revealed
a torn ulnar collateral liga-
ment. Mets medical direc-
tor Dr. David Altchek per-
formed Tommy John sur-
gery on April 17.

Ramos made the AL All-Star

team in 2018 but missed
the game with a hamstring
issue, and injuries have
been a problem for him the
past few years. Most nota-
bly, he tore his right ACL at
the end of a breakout 2016
season with the Washing-
ton Nationals, likely costing
himself millions of dollars as
a free agent that winter.
He ended up with Tampa
Bay on a two-year, $12.5
million deal. He was also
on the disabled list twice in
2015 — with a broken little
finger in his right hand and
a strained left elbow — in
2016 with a strained right
rotator cuff and in 2017
with a bruised right wrist.[]]
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Alvarez stops Fielding in 3rd round for 3rd division title

By BARRY WILNER

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Canelo
Alvarez threw a Garden
party Saturday night. A
short and powerful fiesta.
Alvarez landed dozens of
body punches, knocking
down Rocky Fielding four
times and stopping him in
the third round to earn his
third weight class title, tak-
ing the WBA super middle-
weight belt.

Coming off his close deci-
sion against Gennady Go-
lovkin three months ago
to take the WBA and WBC
middleweight titles, Alva-
rez could hear chants of
"Canelo! Canelo!" long be-
fore he entered the Madi-
son Square Garden ring for
the first time. Throughout a
lengthy undercard, it was
clear who the sellout crowd
of 20,112 came to see and
cheer.

He delivered with power
and precision, landing 73
punches, 35 to the body.
"That was the plan in the
gym, to hit the body and
then move up, and that's
the result,” Alvarez said
through an interpreter. "You
see the result here."

Only eight other Mexican
fighters have held three
division titles. And Alvarez,
28, says he is headed back
to the 160-pound class he
rules, with possibly a third
go with Golovkin in 2019.
The next fight, opponent
unknown, is set for Las Ve-
gas in early May.

"Canelo will fight whoever
is the best, no doubt about
it," said his promoter, Oscar
De La Hoya.

If this was a one-off at 168
pounds, it was quite a show
in his debut at Madison

Square Garden.

"My goal is to make good
fights for the people, for the
public, and to make sure
the name of Canelo Alva-
rez and of Mexico is held
up high," Alvarez said.
Fielding, 31, won the WBA
crown in July when he
knocked out Tyron Zeuge in
Germany in the fifth round.
But the Englishman had
never faced anyone close
to Canelo's class, and it
showed.

"I never shied away from
the challenge,” Fielding
said. "l lived the dream, Il
come back.

"He is strong and all that.
It was the body shots, the
wind he took away. He
placed the shots well and
he caught me. | stood too
long to try to mix it with him
when | shouldn't have.

"The better man won to-
night."

The fight ended with 22
seconds remaining in the
third after two knockdowns
in the round.

Fielding came to fight, but
was outmanned from the
outset.

He couldn't block the bevy
of body punches launched
by Alvarez, who floored
Fielding with a left in the first
round.

Alvarez did it again with
a right to the head and a
left to the body late in the
second round, and that
brought down Fielding's
hands enough to expose
the head.

So Alvarez used a huge
right lead to knock down
Fielding in the third round,
and soon after finished it
with a series of blows.

It really was no contest.
"What | always want to do
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England's Rocky Fielding takes a knee after being knocked down by Mexico's Canelo Alvarez,
left, during the first round of a WBA super middleweight championship boxing match Saturday,
Dec. 15, 2018, in New York. Alvarez stopped Fielding in the third round.

is to make the best fight
whether they're for world
titles or not," Alvarez said,
then turned his attention to
the Garden scene.

“I'm happy and I'm grateful
to be here. | hope this is the
first of many."

The fight card was
streamed on DAZN, a ser-
vice that paid Alvarez $365
million for 11 fights. This was
quite a selling point for the
red-headed Mexican.

On the undercard, Tevin
Farmer started fast, then
coasted to a unanimous
decision over Francisco
Fonseca to hold onto his IBF
super featherweight belt.
Farmer lost to Kenichi Oga-
wa for the IBF title last year,
but Ogawa then failed a
drug test and the bout was
declared a no contest. He

outpointed Billy Dib in Au-
gust for the belt, then de-
fended by stopping James
Tennyson in October.

He won 117-111 on all three
judges' cards.

"Nowadays, | really have a
lot of anger built up, good
anger though,” he said,
"and | just want to hurt ev-
erybody when I'm in the
ring. | don't have no sym-
pathy."

Farmer is 28-4-1, while Fon-
seca is 22-2-1. Costa Rican
Fonseca's other loss came
in his only previous title
fight, to Gervonta Dawvis for
the same crown in 2017.
Katie Taylor of Ireland won
a lopsided 10-round de-
cision over Finland's Eva
Wahistrom to keep her
IBF and WBA lightweight
championships. She is now
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12-0, while Wahlstrom lost
for the first time in 24 fights.
Super featherweight
Lamont Roach Jr. eas-
ily outpointed Alberto Mer-
cado, running his record to
18-0-1. Roach controlled
the fight from the outset
and took it easy late, which
nearly cost him when Mer-
cado (15-2-1) nailed him
with several hard shots in
the final round.

Rising lightweight Ryan
Garcia had no trouble run-
ning his record to 17-0 with
15 knockouts by stopping
Braulio Rodriguez in the fifth
round. Rodriguez's reper-
toire included more clown-
ing and low blows than
fighting, and Garcia end-
ed it with a sharp right, fol-
lowed by a series of head
shots..]]
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Hertz, Clear partner to speed rentals with biometric scans

By DEE-ANN DURBIN

AP Business Writer
Biometric screening is ex-
panding to the rental car
industry.

Hertz said Tuesday it is
teaming up with Clear, the
maker of biometric screen-
ing kiosks found at many
airports, in an effort to slash
the time it takes to pick up
a rental car. Clear hopes
it will lead more travelers
to its platform, which has 3
million members in the U.S.
It's the latest place con-
sumers will find biometric
technology, which has
migrated over the last 50
years from secure govern-
ment facilities and banks to
airports, stadiums and even
smartphones that unlock
with the touch a fingerprint.
Hertz is the first rental car
company to use the tech-
nology.

Improvements in camer-
as and other technology
have made it cheaper to
install scanners that can
read fingerprints, faces,
and irises. More than 100
airports worldwide use bio-
metric readers from Clear,
Vision-Box and other com-
panies to scan passengers.
Walt Disney World verifies
visitors' identity by scanning
fingerprints.

And the advancements will
likely keep coming. Micro-
soft is working with Austra-
lia's national bank on card-
less ATM machines that
would let people withdraw
cash using a facial scan
and personal identifica-
tion number. Universities in
London and Copenhagen
have on-campus groceries
that let students pay with
their finger. Some laptops
can now be unlocked with
a fingerprint scan.

Hertz with Clear launched
their biometrics scans this
week at Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta International Air-
port. It will be rolled out to
40 more U.S. Hertz locations

™ &

In this Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, photo, a rental car driver demonstrates a new biometric scanning
machine by placing his finger on the reader at the Hertz facility at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta
International Airport, in Atlanta.

next year, including John
F. Kennedy Airport in New
York, San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport and Los An-
geles International Airport.
Hertz Gold Plus Rewards
loyalty program members
with access to Clear will be
able to bypass the counter,
pick up their car and head
to the exit gate. There,
Clear pods equipped with
cameras and touchscreens
can read their face or their
fingerprints. If they match
up with Hertz's reservation
data, the gate will open.
Hertz will have at least one
lane dedicated to Clear
members at each location.
Hertz President and CEO
Kathy Marinello expects
Clear to shave 1.5 minutes
off what's now a two-min-
ute checkout process.

"In the world of travel, | think
time is of the essence," she
said.

The service is free for mem-

bers of the Gold Plus Re-
wards program, which also
has no fee. Travelers can
sign up for Clear at a Hertz
location. To upgrade to air-
port service, which promis-
es to move Clear members
through security lines more
quickly, travelers must pay
a monthly fee of $15.

Clear says it's the first time
it will be identifying mem-
bers based on their face
instead of their iris or their
fingerprints. Clear CEO
Caryn Seidman-Becker
says the cameras can take
measurements and identify
minute differences in facial
features.

Amil Jain, a professor at
Michigan State University
who researches biometrics,
says facial screenings work
by comparing an original
photo to a new one. That
could be tough in a rental
car lane, where the lighting
may differ substantially and
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drivers could be wearing
makeup or winter scarves
that change their features.
"If you don't do the biomet-
rics right, you'll turn off the
customer more," he said.
But biometric scanning
done well could be more
robust and secure than
having an employee see
if a driver's face matches
their license, he said.

Jain doesn't think custom-
ers need to be particularly
worried about facial scans.
He points out that millions
of people have shared
photos of their faces on
Facebook and other plat-
forms already.

But Justin Brookman, direc-
tor of consumer privacy
and technology for Con-
sumer Reports, said con-
sumers should think twice
before sharing personal
identifiers.

"Once your biometric data
gets leaked or compro-

mised, you can't really do
anything about it," he said.
"The more people who po-
tentially have it, the more
potential for things to go
bad."

Seidman-Becker said Clear
will not sell or share the
data it collects. She not-
ed that the company has
been certified by the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security.

But Jeramie Scott, the na-
tional security counsel for
the Electronic Privacy Infor-
mation Center, said sharing
biometric data is still risky,
because there are no fed-
eral laws governing the col-
lection, use and retention
of biometric data.

"An individual might sign up
for one use only to find out
that down the road their
data is being used in an-
other manner," he said.
Marinello said Clear ap-
proached Hertz about
the partnership and Hertz
agreed to pay for the in-
stallation of the Clear pods.
Marinello wouldn't say how
much Hertz is investing, but
said the company expects
to recoup that through in-
creased customers and re-
turn visits.

Hertz has been eager
to adopt new technol-
ogy and partner with other
companies in an effort to
prove there is still a future in
rental cars despite pressure
from ride-hailing compa-
nies and self-driving cars.
It's a partner with Volvo
in an autonomous driving
incubator in Israel, for ex-
ample.

Clear, too, has been try-
ing to boost its membership
through partnerships after
Seidman-Becker bought it
out of bankruptcy in 2010.
Delta Air Lines bought a 5
percent stake in the com-
pany in 2016 and offers
discounted Clear member-
ship rates for its frequent
fliers.
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Christmas tree farmers aim to boost sales via social media

By GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press

TUALATIN, Ore. (AP) — Rosa
Villarreal's three young sons
jumped and ran around
the field of Christmas trees
like jackrabbits, their ex-
citement palpable as they
raced from evergreen to
evergreen. The boys, ages
2, 4 and 6, were picking
out a real tree this year —
a new tradition their young
parents hope wil create
lasting memories.

"| saw this video where the
big tree, the mom deco-
rates it, and the little tree,
the kids get to decorate it,"
she said, as her husband,
Jason Jimenez, snapped a
photo of their toddler pos-
ing with a tiny tree just his
size.

Christmas tree farmers
across the U.S. worry fami-
lies like Villarreal's are slowly
dwindling. Artificial trees,
once crude imitations of
an evergreen, are noOw so
realistic that it's hard to tell
they are fakes even though
many are conveniently
pre-strung with lights and
can fold up for storage at
the push of a button.
Between 75 and 80 percent
of Americans who have a
Christmas tree now have
an artificial one, and the $1
billion market for fake trees
is growing at about 4 per-
cent ayear — even though
they can be reused again

and again.
To combat this trend,
Christmas tree farmers

have joined forces as the
Christmas Tree Promotion
Board and are running a
social media ad campaign
this holiday season to tout
the benefits of a real ev-
ergreen. The campaign,
called "It's Christmas. Keep
It Reall," is funded by a 15-
cent fee that tree farmers
pay for each tree they har-
vest.

It's a modern-day attempt
at such famous agricultur-
al ad campaigns as "Got
Milk?" and "Beef. It's What's
For Dinner."

A series of short movies on
Instagram and Facebook
follow real families as they
hunt for the perfect tree,
cutitdown and decorate it.
The target audience is the
"millennial mom" because
tree farmers are increasing-
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In this Friday, Nov. 30, 2018, photo, a salesperson displays the price tag of an artificial Christmas tree at the Balsam Hill Outlet store

in Burlingame, Calif.

ly worried that young adults
starting their own family tra-
ditions will opt for an artifi-
cial tree, costing farmers a
generation of customers,
said Marsha Gray, execu-
tive director of the Christ-
mas Tree Promotion Board,
based in Michigan.

"The target we're talking
about right now is millen-
nials: first house, first baby.
That's kind of the decision-
making time,” she said,
adding that the videos
show families cutting their
own trees and buying pre-
cut trees from lots.

"We realize they may have
never done this before.
And we need to help them
discover it and figure out
how to include it in their
holiday."

It's impossible to know ex-
actly how many real Christ-
mas trees are sold each
year because there is no
central clearinghouse or
agency collecting that in-
formation. But the National
Christmas Tree Association
estimates about 25 million
evergreens are harvested
each year — and presum-

ably, most of those are sold.
Americans buy about 10
million artificial trees each
year, said Thomas "Mac"
Harman, CEO of Balsam Hill,
the leading retailer of arti-
ficial Christmas trees. Har-
man is also the president
of the American Christmas
Tree Association, which
does not disclose its mem-
bership but raised $70,000
in donations in 2016 for its
work, which includes tout-
ing artificial trees.

Most people buying ar-
tificial trees cite conve-
nience, allergens and fire
safety, he said.

"We're seeing atrend where
consumers want to set their
tree up over Thanksgiving
weekend and leave it up
all the way until after New
Year's." That's safer with an
artificial tree, Harman said.
Denise Shackleton got a
real tree each season be-
fore switching to an artifi-
cial one. On a recent day,
she was at an artificial tree
outlet store in Burlingame,
California, shopping for a
new tree for herself and
one for her daughter.

"No one got as excited
about areal tree as me, but
it was just too much work to
put the real tree on my catr,
get it into the house — all
of that," she said. "It's totally
for convenience."

Harman says Christmas tree
farmers are overestimating
the threat to their industry
from artificial trees.

Many families now have
both a real tree and an ar-
tificial tree, and small mom-
and-pop tree farms that al-
low families to cut their own
evergreen remain extreme-
ly popular, Harman said.

" think it's the farms in the
middle that are really see-
ing their business shrink be-
cause more people are ei-
ther getting their tree from
Home Depot — which is
supporting the big farms
— or they're going out to
these small farms," he said.
"I think a lot of the angst
about ‘artificial trees are
taking over' is coming from
these mid-sized farms."

To fourth-generation tree
farmer Casey Grogan, that
angst is as real as the tow-
ering noble and Nordmann
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firs he grows at Silver Bells
Tree Farm in Silverton, Ore-
gon. Oregon is the nation's
No. 1 producer of Christ-
mas trees, yet Grogan says
he has watched about
half the fellow tree farmers
around him go out of busi-
ness in the past decade.

A seedling takes eight to 10
years to grow to maturity,
and it's difficult to predict
demand years out, he said.
He harvested about half as
many trees this year as he
did a decade ago, and
with every new seedling
he plants this season, he
knows he's taking a gamble
that the demand will still be
there in 2028.

"We're an industry that
would like to remain here
and be around — and if
everybody buys an artificial
tree, we're not going to be
here," said Grogan, who is
also president of the Pacific
Northwest Christmas Tree
Association.

‘It may be a little difficult,
but not everything is easy,"
he added of buying a real
tree. "lt's worth the extra
effort."]



A25|COMICS
MONDAY 17 DECEMBER 2018

JARUEAY
—

w

Mutts

I THINK I KNOW A

WHAT I'M GIVING PARTRIDGE THAT SOUNDS
OZZIE FOR IN A PEAR LIKE A GOOD
CHRISTMAS TREE SHTART

—
- \/w\\iébb’/fﬁ“

mutts.com www kingfeatures.com

6 Chix

T'll hove 2%
million
phytoplankton
over easy on o »robF

©2012 isabellaBannerman
SIXCHIX ©2018 KingFeaturesSyndicate,inc,

Blondie

I SEE YOU'RE ALL READY FOR
YOUR CHRISTMAS
PLAY, ELMO

Bavnvaenan 137

IN THE NEW VERSION, THE L
WISE MEN TEXT THAT THEY'RE
S ON THEIR WAY

© 2018 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

www.Blondie.com

Mother Goose & Grimm

[

GRI
cau
SHEDPING
p

v

'ggf?,_é
Baby Blues
T DON'T TUINKE | | NEAL. AND WUATEVER LIAPPENED ) |5 LAVE YOU evER X YES AND TWL
PEOPLEUSE TUE | | TO “FIDDLESTICKS? ACTUALN LISTENED | NEVER MAZE
(/o \ Woro Aoy o TO A (ONERSATION | TUAT MISTAVE
ENOUGH. BETWEEN DAD AGAIN.
AND HAMMIE?

2018, BABY BUES PARIMERSHP DIST. By KING FEATYRES SyYMDILATE (217

babybives, conm

I REFUSE TOSUCKUP |
7O WINTER.
D,

YHOURE GOING

To scHooL
DRESSED

LIKE THAT 7P

£
S
Q
o
2
E
S
2
N

©2018 ZITS Parinership. Dist. by King Features

Conceptis Sudoku

Difficulty Level %

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Not into bingo, 84-year-old Texas
woman gets college degree

By JAMIE STENGLE
Associated Press
RICHARDSON, Texas (AP)
— After raising five kids and
retiring at age 77 from her
secretarial job, Janet Fein
couldn't be blamed for fi-
nally relaxing, but that's not
her.

Fein, now 84, went to back
to school and will accom-
plish a long-held goal this
week when she graduates
from the University of Texas
at Dallas with a bachelor's
degree.

"I didn't have anything to
doinretirement and | didn't
think that playing bingo
was up to my speed," said
Fein, who majored in soci-
ology because she felt it
was "substantial.”

She said she enjoyed all
the reading and writing pa-
pers. "With each class | al-
ready knew a lot, but then |
also learned a lot. And that
made me happy," she said.
People 65 and older make
up less than one percent
of U.S. college students. In
2015, they accounted for
about 67,000 of about 20
million college students,
according to the National
Center for Education Sta-
tistics.

"Keeping oneself active
and vital and giving your-
self something to look for-
ward to like that is just a re-
ally positive move," said Dr.
Carmel Dyer, executive di-
rector of the UTHealth Con-
sortium on Aging at The
University of Texas Health
Science Center at Houston.
Fein took partin a state pro-
gram that allows people
ages 65 and older to take
up to six credit hours for
free at public universities in
Texas. About 2,000 people
took advantage of the of-
fer last year, according to
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board.

Fein said she wanted the
degree "with all of my heart"
and kept going to classes
even as she transitioned
from living on her own and
driving herself around to

TIME SHARE
Caribbean Palm Village
2 bedr 1-52 week make an offer
stwoaruba@aol.com
419 344 585
210471

In this Dec. 10, 2018 photo, Janet Fein, 84, poses for a photo in

Richardson, Texas.

needing a walker and oxy-
gen and eventually mov-
ing to a senior living facility.
Then her knees gave out,
so she did a semester of in-
dependent study and took
online classes to fulfill her
degree requirements.
"She did not give up in the
midst of her challenges
. she just kept plugging
along," said Fein's college
adyviser, Sheila Rollerson.
Tracy Glass, 40, befriended
Fein after they both took
front-row seats in a class.
"| sat right next to her and
over the course of the se-
mester built a fast friend-
ship with her," said Glass,
who said Fein's firsthand
memories of world events
— like the women's move-
ment — enlivened discus-
sions.
Carol Cirulli Lanham, a se-
nior lecturer in sociology,

Associated Press

said, "She would speak up
alotin class and | think that
it just made for a more in-
teresting class ... because
she literally remembered
some of the times we were
talking about."

Fein, who grew up in the
Bronx in New York City, said
that in high school she just
wanted to graduate and
get a job. After graduating
early — at the age of 16 —
she went to work as a sec-
retary at a dress manufac-
turer. She married, spent
18 years staying home with
her children and worked
several jobs over the de-
cades, including a 20-year
stint as a secretary at a
Dallas orthopedic hospital
— the job she retired from
in 2012. She also worked on
her associate degree for
two decades before earn-
ing itin 1995.01
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HEALTH
Hospital

CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE
week 1 Presidential Unit #1313
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view,
Sleeps 6

$14,900

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com

210447
Tropicana Aruba Resort

and Casino

For Sale or Rent by Owner
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F
Fri/Fri $3,900

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H
Fri/Fri $4,900

Contact in Aruba

donjovi7 @hotmail.com

or cell 592 0500

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com
or cell 978 530 6077

210463

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Studio WK # 50 14th Floor
Penthouse with 35 weeks
remain

On the contract $6500
Renaissance Suites

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 2345
Pool/Ocean View $ 15,000

Call:630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
210473

527 4000
Imsan- San Nicolas
524 8833

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad
Dr. D. de Cuba Tel. 583 9195

San Nicolas

PHARMACY ON DUTY
Oranjestad:
Eagle Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Mobility Equip . Gire

568 5165

Urgent Care 586 0448
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
Al Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Aruba Airlines 583 8300
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
Venezolana 583 7674
CRUISES

December 17
Carnival Sunshine
December 18
Marella Ecplorer

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Next-generation of GPS satellites are headed to space

N

By DAN ELLIOTT

Associated Press

DENVER (AP) — After
months of delays, the U.S.
Air Force is about to launch
the first of a new genera-
tion of GPS satellites, de-
signed to be more accu-
rate, secure and versatile.
But some of their most
highly touted features will
not be fully available until
2022 or later because of
problems in a companion
program to develop a new
ground control system for
the satellites, government
auditors said.

The satellite is scheduled to
lift off Tuesday from Cape
Canaveral, Florida, aboard
a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket.
It's the first of 32 planned
GPS lll satellites that will re-
place older ones now in
orbit. Lockheed Martin is
building the new satellites
outside Denver.

GPS is best-known for its
widespread civilian appli-
cations, from navigation to
time-stamping bank trans-
actions. The Air Force esti-
mates that 4 bilion people
worldwide use the system.
But it was developed by
the U.S. military, which still
designs, launches and op-
erates the system. The Air
Force controls a constella-
tion of 31 GPS satellites from
a high-security complex at
Schriever Air Force Base
outside Colorado Springs.
Compared with their pre-
decessors, GPS Il satellites
will have a stronger military
signal that's harder to jam
— an improvement that
became more urgent after
Norway accused Russia of
disrupting GPS signals dur-
ing a NATO military exercise
this fall.

GPS Il also will provide a
new civilian signal compat-
ible with other countries'
navigation satellites, such
as the European Union’'s
Galileo system. That means

This March 22, 2016, photo provided by Lockheed Martin shows the first GPS Ill satellite inside the

-]

anechoic test facility at Lockheed Martin's complex south of Denver.

civiian receivers capable
of receiving the new signal
will have more satellites to
lock in on, improving accu-
racy.

"If your phone is looking
for satellites, the more it
can see, the more it can
know where it is," said Chip
Eschenfelder, a Lockheed
Martin spokesman.

The new satellites are ex-
pected to provide loca-
tion information that's three
times more accurate than
the current satellites.

Party Speciakizad
e bedl in he Canbbean

Serving Men - Gm.s; Women - All Genders

Current civiian GPS re-
ceivers are accurate to
within 10 to 33 feet (3 to
10 meters), depending on
conditions, said Glen Gib-
bons, the founder and for-
mer editor of Inside GNSS,
a website and magazine
that tracks global naviga-
tion satellite systems.

With the new satellites, civil-
ian receivers could be ac-
curate to within 3 to 10 feet
(1 to 3 meters) under good
conditions, and military
receivers could be a little
closer, he said.

Only some aspects of the
stronger, jamming-resistant
military signal will be avail-
able until a new and com-
plex ground control system
is available, and that is not
expected until 2022 or 2023,
said Cristina Chaplain, who
tracks GPS and other pro-
grams for the Government
Accountability Office.

Associated Press

Chaplain said the new ci-
viian frequency won't be
available at all until the new
control system is ready.

The price of the first 10 sat-
ellites is estimated at $577
million each, up about 6
percent from the original
2008 estimate when adjust-
ed for inflation, Chaplain
said.

The Air Force said in Sep-
tember it expects the re-
maining 22 satellites to cost
$7.2 billion, but the GAO
estimated the cost at $12
billion.

The first GPS Il satellite was
declared ready nearly 2%
years behind schedule.
The problems included de-
lays in the delivery of key
components, retesting of
other components and a
decision by the Air Force
to use a Falcon 9 rocket
for the first time for a GPS
launch, Chaplain said. That

required extra time to cer-
tify the Falcon 9 for a GPS
mission.

The new ground control
system, called OCX, is in
worse shape. OCX, which
is being developed by Ray-
theon, is at least four years
behind schedule and is ex-
pected to cost $2.5 billion
more than the original $3.7
billion, Chaplain said.

The Defense Department
has struggled with making
sure OCX meets cyberse-
curity standards, she said. A
Pentagon review said both
the government and Ray-
theon performed poorly on
the program.

Raytheon has overcome
the cybersecurity prob-
lems, and the program
has been on budget and
on schedule for more than
a year, said Bill Sullivan, a
Raytheon vice president in
the OCX system.

Sullivan said the company
is on track to deliver the
system to the Air Force in
June 2021, ahead of GAO's
estimates.

The Air Force has devel-
oped work-arounds so it
can launch and use GPS I
satellites until OCX is ready
to go.

While the first GPS Il waits
for liftoff in Florida, the sec-
ond is complete and ready
to be transported to Cape
Canaveral. It sits in a cav-
ernous "clean room" at a
Lockheed Martin complex
in the Rocky Mountain foot-
hills south of Denver.

It's expected to launch
next summer, although the
exact date hasn't been an-
nounced, said Jonathon
Caldwell, vice president of
Lockheed Martin's GPS pro-
gram.

Six other GPS satellites are
under construction in the
clean room, which is care-
fully protected against dust
and other foreign particles.
“It's the highest-volume
production line in space,"
Caldwell said.

For the first time, the Air
Force is assigning nick-
names to the GPS Il satel-
lites. The first one is Vespuc-
ci, after Amerigo Vespucci,
the Italian navigator whose
name was adopted by
early mapmakers for the
continents of the Western
Hemisphere.[]



PEOPLE & ARTS

A29

MONDAY 17 DECEMBER 2018

Half of iconic Bert & | duo dies 60 years after recording

By DAVID SHARP
Associated Press
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) —
Bob Bryan, one half of the
comedy duo Bert and |,
which had fun at the ex-
pense of Maine Yankees
and popularized the im-
mortal punchline, "You
can't get there from here,"
has died at his home in
Quebec. He was 87.

Bryan and the late Marshall
Dodge created their humor
in a dormitory room at Yale
University, and their 1958 al-
bum was the first of several
that shaped the state's hu-
mor and image.

Uttered in exaggerated
Down East accents, the
jokes have withstood the
test of time, including the
one about the tourist who
befuddled a Mainer by
asking for directions. The
native concludes with a
famous punchline: "Come
to think of it, you can't get
there from here."

Bryan, who died Wednes-
day in Sherbrooke, was a
native of Long Island, New
York, who picked up the lo-
cal vernacular during sum-
mers spent on a lake near
Ellsworth, Maine.

The stories often involved
a fancy-pants tourist and
a laconic Mainer who gets
the last word.

"They didn't write from
scratch all of these stories.
They adapted them. A
lot of them were off color,
from lumber camps or fish-
ing wharfs. They'd rewrite
them. They took them to
the next level," said Dean
Lunt from Islandport Press,
which sells the "Bert and I"
albums.

Humorist and storyteller
Garrison Keillor recalled
playing cuts of the "Bert
and " albums during his
early stints as a morn-
ing disc jockey. And the
original "Bert and I" album
made comedian-magician
Penn Jillette's list of the top
12 comedy albums of all
time.

-

}

In this 1970s photo, Bob Bryan, left, and Marshall Dodge, the Down East Maine humorists behind
“Bert and 1,” pose for a photo in Maine. Bryan died Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018, in Sherbrooke,

Quebec.

The pair eventually set off
in different directions after
seling hundreds of thou-
sands of albums.

Dodge toured the country
as a comedian before his
death in 1982 in Hawaii,
where he was struck by a
hit-and-run driver while bi-
cycling.

Bryan, a divinity student
who went on to be or-
dained as an Episcopal
priest, used some of his
"Bert and I" earnings to buy
a float plane. As a bush pi-
lot, he flew his plane to the
rugged fishing villages in
northern Quebec to minis-
ter to local residents.

He created the Quebec-
Labrador Foundation with
a goal of supporting rural
communities and the envi-
ronment of eastern Cana-
da and New England.

One of Bryan's daughters,
Sandy Bryan Weatherall,
remembers her dad and
Dodge recording stories on
a reel-to-reel tape playerin
her Massachusetts home.
And she remembers listen-
ing for the sound of his air-
plane to mark his return
home.

She said her dad was a

Associated Press

prankster, an optimist and
a larger-than-life character
whose charisma attracted
people. "He was friends
with people from all walks
of life. Really, from the bot-
tom to the top, and he be-
lieved in them all," she said.
Bryan leaves behind a wife,
three daughters, a bunch
of grandchildren and a
great-granddaughter —
and a heap of stories that
have withstood the test of
time, said Cherie Hoyt, a
friend of Bryan's who pro-
duced the "Bert and | ...
Rebooted" recording with
Bryan and Maine humorist
Tim Sample.

"You can listen to a good
story many times without
getting sick of it," Hoyt said.
"I know them by heart, but
| still find them funny. [ still
smile. | still chuckle."Q
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In 'Beale Street a radiant portrait of young black love

By JAKE COYLE

NEW YORK (AP) — Barry
Jenkins years ago went on
Etsy to have a James Bald-
win quote embroidered
onto his leather phone
case. The line so resonat-
ed with the filmmaker that
it's also spoken in Spanish
by a character in his short
film "Chlorophyl." Jenkins
no longer has the case
but when the Baldwin line
is read to him, he quickly
takes up the reciting.

"Love does not begin and
end the way we seem to
think it does," he quotes.
"Love is a battle, love is a
war; love is growing up."
That sentiment hovered
over the making of Jenkins'
latest film, his lyrical, mourn-
ful portrait of a young black
love torn tragically apart:
the Baldwin adaptation
"If Beale Street Could Talk
[ It was there, too, in the
anguished journey of Chi-
ron on Jenkins' best pic-
ture-winning  "Moonlight,”
a young man warped by
the absence of affection.
In both, love is a magical,
mystical force molded by
the obstacles of a harsh re-

ality.
"I did an interview where
7
Caribbean
Cinemas
V- _ 4

This image released by Annapurna Pictures shows Stephan James, left, and Brian Tyree Henry in a
scene from "If Beale Street Could Talk."

people were saying you're
kind of building this career
as a chronicler of black
love. And | always hear
that in the pejorative be-
cause | think people's idea
of love is so simple," Jenkins
said on arecent November
morning. "But if | go back
to that quote, yeah, of
course, because I'm mak-
ing these movies emotional

MEGAPLEX 8

The only theather in Aruba with all stadium seating!
caribbeancinemas.com [ Caribbean Cinemas Aruba

DECEMBER 13 - 19

MNEW THIS WEEK!

SENSORY FRIENDLY PRESENTATION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 1:00PM

JOHN C.REILLY | SARAH SILVERMAN

RALPH BREAKS

THE INTERNET =55

WITH SPANISH SUBTTTLES [PG]
MONFRI 5:45
SATSUN 1:00 | 3:20 E

JASON MOMOA | AMBER HEARD

AQUAMAN

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES
MONTHU 7:50
FRI 7:50 | 10-45
SAT |oo|:vso| 10:45

MDN-FRIMIOIE‘OS
SAT-SUN 3:15 | 304:10 | #:05

MOMTHU 5:35 | 8:30
FRI 5:35 | B:30 | 11:25
SAT 2:40 | 5:35 | 8:30 | 11:25
SUM 2:40 | 5:35 | 8:30

RYAN REYNOLDS | JOSH BROLIN
TV e ] [,
\_/NCE LIPONA
(N S R AR
WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES | PG-13]

MONFRI 4:10 | &:40
SATSUN 1:45 | 4:10 | &:40

JAKE JOHNSON | HAILEE STEIMFELD

W10 THE SPOERAIRSE

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES
MONFRI 4:15 | 6:45

SATSUN 1:50 | 4:15 | 6:45

SATSUM 1:00

HERA HILMAR | HUGO WEAVING
MORTAL
ENGINES ==

MOMSUN 9:10

MONTHU 405 | 845
FRI 4:05 | B:45 | 11:25
SAT 3:25 | &:05 | B:45 | 11:25
SUM 3:25 | 6:05 | 8:45

OZUNA | CLARISA MOLINA

auE .

L ELImu
SPANESH WITH EMGLISH SURTITLES
MOMTHU 5:25 | 7:30 | 9:35
FRI 5:25 | 7:30 | 9:35 | 11:40

SAT 3:20] 5:25 | 7:30 | 9:35 | 1:40
SUN 3:20] 5:25 | 7:30 | 935
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SHAY MITCHELL | GREY DAMON

POSSESSION
HANNAH GRACE

WITH SeanIsH suaTies [R]

MONTHU & SUN %20
FRI-SAT #:20| 11:30

MICHAEL B. JORDAM | SYLVESTER STALLONE

CREED2 | Gy

WITH SPANISH .'I.IDTI'I'II,S
MONTHU & SUN 8:10
FRISAT 8:10 | 10:55

BENEDICT CUMBEREATCH | CAMERON SEELY

WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES
MONSUN 3:50 | 5:50

STARTING DECEMBER 20: BUMBLEBEE + WELCOME TO MARWEN + SECOND ACT

Palm Beach Plaza

THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES
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Aruba | 586.0074
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wars, these emotional bat-
tles, and the evolution that
comes out of that."

In "If Beale Street Could
Talk," which opens in lim-
ited release Friday, Jenkins
sought to capture an expe-
rience of love that has sel-
dom been seen on screen,
just as it had been seldom
inked when Baldwin pub-
lished his Harlem-set 1974
novel. In bringing "Beale
Street" to screen, little was
more important than find-
ing the book's central lov-
ers: the humble but resilient
19-year-old Clementine
"Tish" Rivers and Alonzo
"Fonny" Hunt, the sculptor
Tish has known since child-
hood.

"When | read a book, | don't
really see faces," says Jen-
kins. "The hope was to find
two young people who just
seemed so young, vibrant,
pure, uncorrupted by the
world — who had chemis-

try."
Jenkins cast Fonny first,
handing the role to

Stephan James, the Toron-
to-born, up-and-coming
24-year-old who played
Jesse Owens in "Race" and
John Lewis in "Selma." KiKi
Layne, a 26-year-old the-
ater actress who hadn't be-
fore acted in a film, landed
Tish after Jenkins flew her to
New York for a chemistry
read with James.

"There was just an energy
about KiKi and it's evident
in the film — just a raw, pure

Associated Press

energy," James says, sitting
next to his co-star. "l real-
ized her wilingness to be
open and to be giving with
me pretty early on. In that
chemistry read it was like:
| just met you five minutes
ago and now we need to
touch faces and I'm pro-
posing to you."

They laugh, remembering
how immediately "Beale
Street” prompted their inti-
macy with each other. As
they launched into shoot-
ing the film without the
benefit of rehearsal, both
actors quickly found they
were forging a fictional
relationship with broader
meaning.

"We don't really see two
black people portrayed as
soul mates," says Layne. "
know Barry talks about that
a lot. These two people are
meant to be together from
avery, very young age and
that is powerful."

"It felt like we were going
to be able to do some-
thing for the first time, show
people a different side of
what it means to be black
or what it means to be in
love," says James.

Both actors differed, in
ways, from Baldwin's de-
scriptions. In the book,
each character is labeled
as ugly (Fonny's skin is re-
ferred to as 'like raw, wet
potato rinds"), and Tish and
Fonny see a beauty in each
other that others don't. Yet
there's also the impression

that their low opinion of
themselves has been dis-
torted by prevailing racist
attitudes of appearance.
"The only thing | knew right
away is that on screen
these two people are so
amazingly hot side by side,"
Jenkins says. "The way Tish
remembers the romance
in the film is heightened so |
thought, 'F--- it, they're gor-
geous. Can't do anything
about it.™

The romance in Jenkins'
film is intensely idyllic, often
captured in wordless but
deeply expressive gazes
between Tish and Fonny.
But after Fonny is framed
for rape — a kind of ines-
capable consequence of
the racist traps set every-
where for black men like
Fonny — their scenes are
often shared through the
glass of a prison's visiting
center. For those moments,
Jenkins used Errol Morris' "In-
terrotron" method of shoot-
ing, allowing the actors to
make eye contact while
looking into the camera.
James drew not just on
Baldwin's words for Fonny
but contemporary corol-
laries — specifically Kalief
Browder, the Bronx man
who kiled himself after
spending 33 months on Rik-
ers Island and almost two
years in solitary confine-
ment after being arrested
at age 16 for a robbery he
insisted he had not com-
mitted. "Fonny struck me as
somebody whose story was
bigger than just Fonny's
story," says James. "It felt
like something that repre-
sented a whole bunch of
voiceless young men in this
country — African-Amer-
ican, Latino young men
who are incarcerated. It
just felt like Fonny was Ex-
hibit A, one of so many."
Layne, more outgoing and
confident than her charac-
ter, initially felt disconnect-
ed from Tish, who leans on
her family's support when
Fonny is sent to jail.

"Like you see in the film ev-
eryone comes around Tish,
everyone came around
me, KiKi, as | was dealing
with all these new experi-
ences," says Layne, who
has since filmed an adap-
tation of Richard Wright's
"Native Son." ]
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Join Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays!

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of

the crystal clear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the

chef at Bugaloe serves up.

A

A

Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14,

N o
- | ;@ﬁ

BUGALOE

Bepch Bar and Gril

Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than

Reservations are recommended.

fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught in
the morning, served at night... That’s the Bugaloe way!

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from
5-6pm and 10-11pm. Follow your tapping feet down

to the music where smiles and fun await you!

Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 | info@bugaloe.com | www.Bugaloe.com f Wipadviser
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2018 Breakthrough Entertainer: '‘Boo'd Up'singer Ella Mai

By MESFIN FEKADU

NEW YORK (AP) — Sing-
er Ella Mai appreciates
how much "Boo'd Up" has
changed her life and jump-
started her music career,
but she wants to make one
thing clear: "Il know how
to make songs. I'm not the
'‘Boo'd Up' girl."

"Being someone who's had
an insane year off of one
song, it can be a gift and
a curse," said 24-year-old
Mai. "l felt like almost every-
one was kind of like, 'She's
a one-hit wonder." Every-
one was waiting for me to
fail, honestly. Like, 'Ah, the
next song she releases isn't
going to be as good.™

But Mai, who was born in
London and lived in New
York from ages 12 to 17,
proved the haters wrong.
She followed her debut
hit with "Trip," a platinum
success currently spend-
ing its 10th week on top of
Billboard's Hot R&B songs
chart. Overall, she's topped
the R&B charts for 23 weeks

In this Nov. 19, 2018 photo, singer Ella Mai poses for a portrait in New York. Mai was hamed as one
of eight Breakthrough Entertainers of the Year by the Associated Press.

this year — and counting.
She also landed in The As-
sociated Press' list of Break-
through Entertainers of
2018 .

Her self-titled debut album,
released in October, has al-
ready reached gold status
and debuted at No. 5 on
the all-genre Billboard 200
albums chart.

"Releasing the album was
me saying, ''m an album
artist," she said.

Mai's breakthrough year in-
cluded an opening slot on
tour for Bruno Mars, collab-
orations with Chris Brown,
H.E.R. and Meek Mill, win-
ning two Soul Train Awards
and earning nominations
at the MTV Video Music

Associated Press

Awards and the Ameri-
can Music Awards — all
while watching "Boo'd Up"
bring R&B back to the pop
charts. The triple-platinum
song spent 13 weeks on top
of R&B charts and peaked
at No. 5 on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart.

"Being such a huge R&B fan
and growing up listening to

R&B, | neverimagined that |
could be on the forefront or
one of the new faces of a
genre that | love so much,"
she said. "l think back to me
being a little girl and look-
ing up to Lauryn Hill and
looking up to Alicia Keys
— not saying I'm Lauryn Hill
or Alicia Keys — but there's
a new generation that will
look up to us."

"Me, Kehlani, H.E.R., Jhene
Aiko, SZA — there's a lot of
us strong females trying to
bring it back," she added.
As each day goes by, Mai
continues to notch one
more thing off her list of
goals. Winning a Grammy
could be next: She's nomi-
nated for one of the show's
biggest awards — song of
the year — as well as best
R&B song for "Boo'd Up."

" would love to win a
Grammy. Not that it's the
be-all, or end-all, but | think
the recognition, that's the
highest form of recognition
we can get as artists," she
said..






